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T | To the Fair and Vertuous Lady, 


the Lady Sonthcot. 
Madam, 
I Profeſs to all the world, that Er- 


minia 7s more yours then mine. 
From you 1 took the pattern of the 
Plot;from you the ſpirit of writing it z 


nor am I ever more Poet,then when I 


[free from the DiſtraGions of the 
| Town, my mintle 3s retollefed: there, 
ts at Repoſe, free from trouble and 
moleſtation : and there 'tis chear 4 
| and delighted, with chearful and de- 
| lightſom company. Tour green Walks 

A 2 are 


am with you at Meſtham. There,. '-- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
are.” my Parnaſſus ; the Spring of 
Fountain-head, my Helicon : Nor 
could all the Muſes together, mor 
inſpire me, then you alone. * © 

T am moſt glad then, that amongſt | 
my other Heroick Portraits, I made\ 
not yours before, that I mioht do it | 
in a more particular manner now, 
in that of the Fair and Vertuous Ft- 
minia : And more particularly de- 
clare, how much I honour you ;, and 
how much I am, 


h 

- £c 
Madam, as 
| | P 
Your moſt devo- - 

ted Servant, $ 

; h 


Rich. Flecknoe. " 
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THE FREFACE;, 


To the onely few, 
The Beſt and Nobleft. 


Promis'd, yon a Play, and to ayoid farther 
importunity ) behold ir here. I cod not 
promiſe you it ſhud be Aged, (for having no 
intereſt in the Stage, I Jeavethat to thoſe who 
have ;) you may think it a prepoſterous way 
to Print it before it be Acted ; bur Printing ic 
as I do, (to paſs to private hands, not to the 
publick) may no more prejudice it, then the 
firſt dayes Adting do's the ſecond ; which if 
Sood, commends it but the more. Ir will 
want much of the grace and ornament of the 
Stage ; but though there it be better ſeen, yet 

here 'tis better underſtood ; mean whike, a 
lively fancy may imagine he ſees it Aﬀted : ;M- 
to help che imagination , I have ſer down the 
Scenes, the Habits, and Names of the Aﬀtors, 
A3 who 


The Preface. 

who though I chiefly inticle, to the right of 
aRing it, yet I intend not to depart with the 
Poets right of dire&ing how it ſhud be Aﬀed. 
To conclude, I hope ic may no wayes prejudice 
it.it opinion, to have him for Author who may 
fay withour vanity , that none knows more 0 

the Engliſh Stage then he, nor has ſeen more 
of the Latine, French, Spaniſh and Italian ; nor 
may it prejudice him to be the Authour of it, 
(whatſoever the ignorant and envious ſay) of 
the fame Profeſhon with Petre Ronſard in 
France, Lopes de Vega in Spain; and the beſt and 
famouſeſt Poets in Italy. 
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The names of the Perſons, 


"Tr Duke of Mifſena, 


Fhe Prince his Son, 
Eteander his General, 
Aniynter his friend, 
Anthenor 2 Courti- FMiſſena 
Leontius I ers of 28: Argos 
Dimagoras a Souldier. 
Clinias, I Twoof Clean- 
Cleobulo, Þ ders ſlaves. 
Aurind, alias Cyrena, Prin- 
ceſs of Argos, 
The Ducheſs, 
Erminia, Cleanders Lady, 
Althea her woman, 
Cleora, F The Ducheſles 
Olinda, women. 
Servant, Guards, 8c. 


The Aﬀtors names, 


T. Bird, 
Cartwright. 
C. Hart. 
M. Moon, 
Burt. 
R. Shatterel, 
Winterton. 


Wat. Clun. 
Lacy. 


Mrs. Win. Marſhal. 


Mrs. Marg. Rutter. 
Mrs. Weaver. 
Mrs, Michel. 


The Scene. Miſſena in Greece, 


The Habits, the ancient Military Attire, for the 
more Heroick parts : for the reſt;the 'Toga, or Ci- 
vil Veſt, wide ſleev'd, and looſely flowing to the 
knees, filver'd Buskins, &c. far more graceful and 
becoming then Querpo, eſpecially for Cyrena ee 


preſented in mans Attire, 


The 
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The Prologue for the + 
| (you 
On'd have new Playes,& when you have them, 
Jt by them, as Children by their Trifles do , 
Slight and diſlike them, and then cry for more, 
And uſe them juſt as you did thoſe before : 
And this you think fine ſport now, ſo do'nt they, 
(7 tell ye Gentlemen) who make the Play. 
Notwithſtanding, our Author gives you one 
this once, and comes with reſolution, 
To try whether or no, t' be a Diſeaſe 
That reigns amongſt you,no new Playes can pleaſe. 
And if he finde it ſo, he bid me ſay, 
All th* harm they'l do him who condemn his Play ;; 
They't bring him off oth* Stage, into the Pit, 
To judge with them, of others Playes and wit. 


Additions for the Court. 


To others this. But to Tour Majeſty, 

Our Author here with all humility, 

Offers his Labours : chiefly he* underwent , 
Moſt Royall Sir, for Your Divertiſement. 
Counting it higheſt Happineſs can befall, 
To delight Him, who's the Delight of all. 
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ACTUS, 1. SCENA, 7. 


The Scene the front 
Anthenor, Leontius. of Erminia's Palace. 
Anth. : 


Oble Leontias, (Miſſena. 
once more yare kindely welcome to 


The many civilities and curteſies 
I receiy'd from you at Argos,obliges me 
to all the fair offices and ſervices 
I can do you here. 
Leon, Gentle Anthenor, all 
I cod do to oblige a perſon of your worth, 
was abundantly rewarded in che doing it, 
and if you'd oblige me ſpeak no more of it : 
let's talk of ſomewhat elſe. -- We hear Cleander 
your noble General in the 4rt:que War, 
with victory leading hu 
and fortune following him, | 
{ goes on like lightning — all before we. 
| an 


2 ERMINTI A. 
and 'tis much wondred that imployment, was . 


not rather conferr'd upon the Prince,who wants | . 
nor years, nor experience in the wars, tomake f , 
him fit for aRion; but neceſſity , 
of ſtate (it ſeems) requir'd an older, and more |} ; 
experienc't Souldier. 's 
Anth. Betwixt you and I 'F 
Vie tell you,thoſe who not onely look upon h 
the outfhde of Princes aCtions, | 0 
bur boldly pry into their inſides too, a 
ſay, t'was not ſo much neceſſity of ſtate 
that ſent the braye Cleander to the wars, ” 
.as more to facilitate the Dukes acceſs al 
unto his Lady the admir'd Erminia h; 


But how do's your fair Princeſs Cyrena *? that F 
we may freely talk of; t'was our hope the PrinceF n; 
at's being at Argos ſhud haye married her, | w 
bur the deſtinies of marriage were not pleas'dÞ# 
it ſeeems to make us ſo happy. : 
Leon. It was our hopes too, 
and we indecd wondred as much as you ; 
he ſhud ſo ſuddenly leave her,but much more,ſhej 


ſhud ſo ſuddenly after leave her countrey, | Bi 
{ince when none knows,nor can imagine, what's 
become of her. | at 
Anth. You amaze me with your news ! E on 
Leon. Mean time whilſt others ſeveral wayes® 
addreſs themſelves in ſearch of her, Em 


I'm come to Miſſena here, 


q by 
well” 
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| ERMINI 4: 3 
well knowing their former loyes 


| and the attraction of mutual hearts, 
| when once th'ar toucht with the adamant of love 


Ant. Alas, I fear you'l hardly ftinde ſo much 
as her memory with him now, who onely mindes 
the fair Erminia, about whoſe palace 


re{tleſly day and night like ſome pale ghoſt 


: he wanders, carefully ſeeking opportunity 


of ſeeing her, whilſt ſhe as carefully 
ayoids his ſight. 
Leon. This then made him it ſcems 
with ſo little difficulty quit his place 
abroad to Cleander, in hope to enjoy 
his place at home. — And now ſee among 
che many poſlibility of things, 
ne'r were, nor are, nor e're are like to bz ; 
we well may reckon Loyers conſtancy. 


CENA: 2; 


Aurindy muſing. Leontius, Antheno? 


{ But what Yourh's this, ſo fair and lovely, as 


curious Nature doubtful which ſex to make, 


| at laſt; ith' framing him ſeems to have made 
& one, who of either all perfettions had. 


Ant. Oh ! 'tis Aurindo the Princes page, 


| much loy'd and favour'd by him, but much more 


! by theDurcheſs,who to avoid cheDukes jealouſie 


B 2 preferr'd 
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preferr'd him to the Prince. 


Leo. He muſes on ſumewhat, and 1 
there is a ſolemn ſadneſs in his face, a 
excellently becomes him. Y 

Ant. He is alwayes ſad and muſing, I 
what cre's the matter : YC 
buc I muſt leave you, and beſeech you KL 
whilſt you make your reſidence here, | ( 
I may have honour to ſerve you. Exit, 


Leo. You too much honour your ſeryant, Sir. Þ ? 
Au.Nowl perceive 'tis not the change of place |} | 

bur change of minde, brings lovers reſt, elte *cis || 
bur juſt like fickmens turning them in their beds, |} * 
who finde reſt no where, cauſe they carry ſtill } 4! 
their ſickneſles and unreſt along with them. 

Leo, Sure I ſhud know thar face. 

Aur. Leontius | I 
muſt hide me from him, and ayoid his fight 
as I'd avoid my fears. 

Leo. "Tis ſhe I know 
for certain now by her cate not to be known :—| 
Hark you fair Youth, a word with you I pray. | 7 

Au.With me Sir ! pardon me, I know you not. | £0 
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Le. It rather befirs mc ask your pardon de 
for knowing you. But fear not, I ſhall call = 
you Aurindo {till, or whatſoever name Y 

[adl 


in publick you plcaſe to be known by, {0 
you'l give me leave in private | lic 
f 
" 


to know you for my Princeſs, 


Aur t 
c 


Bag, Y 
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Aur. Leontins though you might well perceive 
I defir'd not to be known; and therefore t'was 
a bold curioſity ; yet ſince I'm well aſſur'd 
you did it with no undutiful intent, 
T pardon you. Bnt F command you let 
this ſecret paſs no further, neither enquire 
* thereaſon of my diſguiſe. Whilſt I am here 
| (which I hope ſhall not be long) in private you 
may know me ; but in publick I charge you take 


-.. | no notice of me, neither be ſeen with me 


LCD FI 


Land 
=> 


ws, 


leſt you diſcover me z for your conrt eyes 

are piercing ones, and there are many ſpies, — 
and hark I hear ſome coming, go, begon 

and leave me, Exit Leont 45, 


SCENA, 3. 


' Althea, Anrido. 


| What is*c onely ſhe ! this is: 
| Althea Erminia's woman, who I know 
| not for what fins of mine, unleſs for loving 
coo much, is feartully in loye with me ; 
deliver me from her, for loye in aged yecins, 
as fire in dry timber, burns always moſt terribly. 
Fd fain'avoid/her, ſhe perſecutes me worſe 
then froſts'do flowers;they blaſt, or Ivy, trecs, 
they kill, with their embraces ! 
Alr, Gentle Aurindo ! 
B 3 hap- 
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happily met, 'cis ſo long ſince I ſaw you laſt 
I might well expe& the courteſie of a ſalute 
from you. 
Aur. Oh —T were diſcourteous elſe: 
s00d Althea I'm glad to ſee you well. 
Alt. What no more ! and that ſo coldly too. 
Aur, What wod you have ? 
T know no other ſalutes. 

Alr. You are not ſo ignorant as you'd ſeem, 
I'm ſure, to know no better what ſalutes 
belongs to a Gentlewoman. - 

Aur. You would not have me make 
you a curtſy wod you?thar's your womans ſalute, 
for mens I know no other. 
Alt, Pitty his ignorance ; 
Tleteach you if you know not ; fie, where 
have you been bred I wonder ! 
yare ſo baſhful ! I muſt imbolden you: 
this baſhfulneſs in you, 
ſhews worſe then impudence in woman ; 
how nice and coy he is ? t'will coſt 


me more painsand labour I fear to train him up| 


to womens buſineſles, then to break ; 
a wilde unruly Colt unto the mannage : | 
come, come, pray fit down. - | 


: | 
Au. Pardon me, I'm in haſte and cannot ſtay.;: 


Al. Always in haſte ! but carry a little and Ilef 
tell you all my Ladies ſecrets, | 
44. I'm not curious, 


; 
y 
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Alt. Look you what's here— nor liquoriſh nei- 

tas nothing of the Page in him. (ther ? 
| Aur, Pray let mego, 


you have not ſeen my Lord the Prince ? 


Alt. Yes but 


| I have though. 


Aur, And where I pray ? 
Alt. Where your not like 


' to ſec him, let that ſuffice. 


Aur. Nay, if you cantell me 


| nomore news of him, I muſt go ſeek out thoſe 


that can, and ſo farewell. \ . Exits 
Alt. Gone? well, 

I pitty him he's ſuch a backward thing, (fide ; 

and pitty the Prince who's as forward on tother 


| andoneof theſe ſfighing lovers who ſigh & fig 
| likedry pumps, or broken-winded bellows, 


for their Miſtreſles ; 


' andto hear them, you would never wonder 


at Lapland witches ſelling winds ſo cheap, 

and imbrakc (as he is) in my Lady love ; 

I've ſold him as much as comes to a little hope, 
ſend him a good voyage of it — 

but ſee my Lady, pray heaven 

my plot take, I've yenter'd hard 

ro give the Prince entrance, and opportunity 
to ſpeak with her. 


B 4 SCENA, 
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SCENA, 4 The Sconce, the 
Palace within, 
Erminta,, Althea. 


Er. Althea are all the doors ſhut ? 
Al. They are Madam. 
Er. And have you given order they let none 
Al. I have. (enter ? 
Er. 'Tis well. 
So ſhould wives live, honourable wives, 
ſolitary & retir'd when their husbands are away, 
always apprehending what will the people ſay ; 
for 'tis not now with women as t'was ith' dayes 
of Innocence, when none imagin'd harm, 
*cauſe none did any;; but now 1f we admit 
mens viſies, they preſently ſpeak ill of it ;, 
if womens1ll too, ill of every thing : 
&though publick rumor be bur a breath 'tis:true, 
yet fame and honoux is. fo pure a thing, 
as like chtsftal-mirrors 
"tis blemiſht wickeyery breath, 
and-more: pure,more ſubje& to blemiſhing, 
' Al. The more'sthe pity. 
Er. Then if theyſtirabroad, 
the world's ſo foul-and:durty, bow nicely: one 
muſbgo, and;ſtep by:ſtep pick-our their way, 
not to defile their Ermine purity ? 
- Al. Lo there? and I go daſh, daſh, 
thorow thick and thin. 
| | that's 
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ERMINTA4 ". 

that's my way now. | (tread, 

Er, Beſides, how ſoftly and warily muſt chey 
not to awaken rumour and calumny, 
which once faſtning on our fames and honours, 
oh how they tear them with their poiſonous 
teeth ? 

Al. What a terrible bandog do's ſhe make of it 
which other Ladies play with, as familiarly 


as with their lictle Shocks. or Bononi+ Dogs ? 


Er. In fine,.this-fame's a hard leſkbon, 
and one muſt ſtndy-ic well. 

Al. Faith'cis fo hard as þ deſpair Aſtde. 
ever to learn it. I muſt pur her out 


! ofthis ſtudy, or ſhe's a loſk woman, 

| Andwhythis retirement and ſolitude, Madam? 
moſt wives have neyer better dayes, then 
 1nabſenceof their husbands: 

' Whar'sa husband but a man-? and there are 

| menenougl in the world beſides. 


Er, Is chewench mad? 
Al. Ne, but we ſhad think that woman fo 


ſhud pineaway;.and ſtarve her ſelf 

” in her husbands abſence;8&: this is juſt your caſe: 
 uds bodykins before Vd'torment myſelt ſo 

for wantof a husband, 

| Td havetwenty'fo-L would, 


Er, Peace Althea, peace for ſhame; 


and ceaſe chy idle. talk. 


Al. Pardon me, Madam, bam left in charge : 
0 
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. of your healch, and muſt ſpeak. 

Er, Speak modeſtly then, | 
for I am left in charge of my honour too, & 
and muſt do that, it obliges me to do : 
nor ſhall Cleander purchaſe more honor abroad, | 
then Erminia ſhall at home. 

Al, That man never gets honour (nor woman 
that's never tried:what made Penelope (neither) 
ſo famous (I pray) in her husbands abſence, but 
her entertaining ſo many Gallants as ſhe did? 
there was a valiant woman now. Let them come 
as many as they wod, ſhe fear'd them not, 
ſthe knew ſhe cod deal with them all. 

And you to lock up your ſelf 

(a this manner) for fear of them ! there's wiſe 
 yalour indeed ! 

Er. As though there were not as much 

valour,tn Paiſhye Fortitude, and holding out 

a ſiege,againſt the enemy,as in the Active one, 
of fighting them in the field. The one is 

Cleander's honour, the other ſhall be mine. 
In eicher we'l declare our ſelves invincible. 

Al. I grant you a mans honour 4 
chiefly conſiſts in fighting, ] 
anda womans in defending her chaſtity ; 
bur there's diſcretion in all things ; 

a man may fight and fighe, 
and yer be counted a quarrelſom 
Coxcomb for his pains ; 
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| and a woman proud and peeviſh, 
| in defending her chaſtity : 
' giveme a fair condition'd man or woman 


'long as you live;&one,that underſtands reaſon, 
I cannot blame youns maids 
co have always for burthen of their ſong, 
a husband, a huband , tor they never tryed, 
and therefore may long perhaps ; 
bur for married wiyes 
£0 be alwayes in that tone, and crying out 
for their husbands, 
iike fools and children for their baubles, 
ſhews a kinde of incontinence, 
and infatiate deſire in them. 

Er.Cleander was my firſt love,8: ſhall be the laſt 
and onely one Fle eyer have, 

Al. That ſhews 

your ignorance now; for as that man ſhud neyer 
be a great ſcholar who never red but in onebook, 
{o ſhud ſhe never be a wiſe woman, who 
never knew but one man. Variety 
is good in every thing ; and uſe in that, 

as 1n all things elie makes perfe&nels. 

Er, Well "Althea, 

I know you ſay this by way of argument nov, 
and onely to try your wit ; but take heed, 
'tis dan —_— diſputing againſt known ycritics; 
« and Atheiſme in Religion, 
* Rebellion in Statcs, and diſſolution 


cc in 
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cc in life and manners, had all their riſe at firſt 
« from knowing the beſt , and arguing for the 
worſt. 
Al. Well then, fince you will needs be ſo fat 
out of faſhion of other wives, | 
to remember your Insband in's abſence ; 
how can you better do't then by recommending 
him in your Oraſons to the Gods ? 
and my Lord Cleander being now expos'd 
to the dangeronschance of war,towhota can you 
better recommend him,then to the God of war? 
Er, Now thou adviſeſt well, 


Mars's Statne diſcovered, 


| Erminia kneels. 
Great Mays, thon whoſe potent Arm do's weild 
The deadly pointed Lance, and mighty Shield, 
Fight for my dear Cleander with-the one, 
And with the other, O'defend him from 
His enemies-abroad, and grant that he 
May ſafely: bat return with victory: 
So ſhall I eyer honour thee, ever pay 
My vows unto' thee ; and on thy Altars lay 
The pureſt offrings the world e're cod get, 
Or e're were laid upon thy Altars yet. 
Hear me great Mars. 


SCENA 
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The Prince in form of Mars's Statue, 
Erminta, Althea. 


Pr, I do. 
Er. Prodigious ! the Statue ſpeaks ! 
Pr. Tis you, faireſt, have animated it. 
Al. A good beginning, if it hold on as well. 
Er, Cold horror ſeizes me ! and I'm become 
by wondrous metamorphoſe, 
of living, a dead ſtatue, 
as that of dead's. become a living one, — 
And ſee it moves too! 3 deſcends from his baſe. 
Pr, *TF is your beauty, faireſt, 
has given me life and motion ; 
and if in the cold veins 
of frozen marble thas the yertuous force 
to inſpire and infuſe ſuch ſpirit and vital heat, 
imagine in my boſom 
what itmuſt needs beget. 3 diſcovers himſelf 
Er. Ha my Lord the Prince ! 
Pr. The Prince your ſervant, dearelt, 
for you metamorphos'd into ſtatue thus, 
for you, thus chang'd into my ſelf again. 
Al. Stay Madam, whither go you * 
he will not hurt you. 
Er. Gods and my better Angels defend me! 
how 
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how came you here ? 
Pr. Your powerfull charmes, ſweeteſt, 
did bring me hither. 
Al. That's well anſwer'd , I was afraid he 
would have ſaid t'was I 3 Aſide; 
Er. And what wod you here ? 
Pr, Onelythag you would pleaſe + w* 


to hear me ſpeak. FR 
Er. Though I might welFﬀ&y you, 
coming as you do, yet on conriofn | & 
S 


you ſpeak nothing but what is honourablez* = 


nothing but what befits both you to ſay, 


and me to hear, I am content. 27 W, 


Al. Shame on this Honour, 


I'm afear'd hel hardly ſpeed. Exit: 


Pr. What can be more honorable ? or how 
can I honour you more ? 
then to come here with no leſs devotion, 
then to the Temple of the Immortal Gods, , 
to offer my vows and oraſons at your ſhrine. * 
Er. That's an Idolatry I cannot admir 
without a crime, an honour roo too great 
and too divine for me. 

Pr.To com to that which 1s more humane then, 
I come to bes your help for one that's fick, 
your pitty for a miſerable wretch, 
burns, languiſhes, and conſumes Tay 
for love of yon. | 

Er, Nay, if you talk 
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of love once, I'm gone. 

Pr. Andif you go I dye: —— 
of what ſhud I talk but of love to you ? who are 
all lovely ? Cruel as you are, can ye 
behold my ſufferings and never pitty me ! 
ſhud Heaven be ſo pittileſs, 
alwayesto-look upon the Earth-ayith cruel 
Canicular eyes, we ſoon ſhud ſee | 
all burn, languiſhan conſume like me. 

Ex, You call me cruel, and you your ſelf 
Sor. cruel to your ſelf then I ; 
for what remedy for one, will needs be ſick ? 
or what means to quench their fires will needs 


% 


* {*Nero-like, be their own incendarics ? 


19 
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But now, to let you ſee 
I'm not ſo pittileſs as you imagine me, 
If't be my fight occaſions your malady, 
and inflames you ſo, Fle inſtantly be gon 
ang leaye you. | 
Pr. Ahdo nor, donot g0; | 

that were a remedy worſe then the diſeaſe, 
Think not, think not excellents of your ſex 
to quench the fire yave kindled inmy breaſt 
by taking away the Torch that kindled it , 
chat were to mock my flame and me. No, no, 
your Eyes have double vertue, 
to wound and cure me t00. 

Er Tis vice not vertue to kindle unlawful fires. 
' Know Sir, I am anothers : and as t were crime 
BE in 
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in me to give away what's none of mine, 
ſo 'tis no leſs in you 
tocovet what's none of youts. 
Pr. *Tis crime in Cleander rather 
to appropriate to himſelf an univerſal good, 
and injuſtice in you to conſent unto 
th impoveriſhing the world 
to enrich Cleander's bed. 
Er. And you would ſteal me from him, 
Is this noble ? this Prince-like ? do you nat ſee 
one may as wel bereaye you of your principality. 
Pr, I may taſte the fruir 
and yet not be proprictary of the Tree, 
Er. Without theft you cannot, 
unleſs the owner will 
and I'm fo abſolutely Cleanders, he cannot 
alienate me though he wod, Enter Althea 
nor relinquiſh his right of me. haſtily, 
Al. O Madam, Madam ! 
Er, Ha ! what's the matter ? 
Al. My Lord the Duke. 
Fr, What ſhall we do then? 
My Lord, you ſee 
what diſhonour yare like to bring 
upon my houſe and me, if you be ſeen here. 
Al. To your diſguize my Lord , 
be a ſtatue agen, and all will be well: 
nay quickly, quickly, ſo. 


SCENA, 


\O 
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The Duke, Erminia, Althea, the Prinice. 


Dxk, What's here ? filence ; 
where Fame's loudeſt tongue 
proclaims all Excellency ? and ſolitude, 
where ſhe is, who with fames of her excellence 
fills all the world?leave,leaye this ſadnesMadam: 
I come to bring you joyful news. Cleander 
your noble husband has finiſhed the wars, 
and onely attends diſpatch of a few affairs, 
to return and bring us peace, and you the joy 
and happineſs of ſeeing him. 

Er. Your Highneſs roo much honours 
your humbleſt ſervant, to be meſſenger 
of this your ſelf. Propitious. heaven has heard 
my prayers for the publique ſafety then I ſee, 
if Cleander but return with victory. 

Duke. AndI hope 
You'l have ſome care of my private ſafety too, 
fair cruel Miſtreſs, and not ſuffer me 
co periſh here at home, whilſt Cleander ſo nobly 
abroad, preſerves us all from periſhing. 

Er, Can you remember that my Lord, and be 
ſo unjuſt and ungrateful ro him, 
to ſeek to diſhonour him, 


who honours you ſo much ; 
E and 
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and tempt me to ſo vilde ingratitude ? 
D.Diſhonor is but the blaſting of publick breath 
let us be private onely in what we do, 
and there's no fear of that. 

Er. Whilſt there is heaven 
and conſcience, there' no privacy for ſin. 

Du.there is no greater ſin then uncharitablenes 

and want of love, and of that y'are highly guilty 
Erminia, Think on't, and though ir be 
Fmpire to be beautiful , yet Majeſty 
and Beauty ſhare Empire equally berwixt them, 
and remember I'm your Prince. 

Er, I do my Lord, 
and wod yourHighneſs did but remember't too, 
and the mighty obligation Princes have 
to be good & yertuous;who are to give example 
of goodneſs, and vertue unto all. 
Princes are publick fountains, fromwhoſe maners 
all others are deriy'd;& if they be infe&ted once, 
a general infe&ion neceffarily follows :— 
and is this the example you give the Prince your 
Yonne ? 

Duk, Pho ! he ſees it not, and hears not of it. 

Fr. But ſtatues, have ears, and eyes. 

Pr. Will ſhe diſcoyer me ? 

Alt. What will become of this ? 
I muſt inde our ſome means to ſend him hence, 
or he'l mar all. 2 

Duke. Come, now we are alone, 


it 


Go 
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I muſt tell you, modeſty's a habic 
Ladies wear in publick,8 it becomes them well : 
but in private they alwayes lay'c aſide, 
& ſo ſhud you. And if you'd know the difference 
'twixt the modeſt and immodeſt, 'tis onely this ; 
tone puts off their modeſties with their clothes, 
t'other before, that's all. | 
Er.Fle tell you myLord another difference yer 
the modeſt ſtop their ears 
'gainſt ſuch immodeſt purpoſes as theſe, 
and can't endure ro be where they are ſpoke. 
Ditke. Stay, you will not leave me, I hope. 
Er, I hope you will not force me ? 


ſhud you offer it, 
the very ſtatues here (I'm ſure) wod ſtand up 
in my defence. 3 The ſtatue moyes. 


D#%ke, Ha! 
Er. And ſee the God of War, 
in juſt reſentment of the injury 
you offer to the beſt of Warriors, 
begins to {tir in it. 'Enter Althea 
Alt. Oh, Madam, Madam ! } haſtily ag ain. 
Er, What news! 
Alt, My Lords' return'd, 
Er. Is't poſlible ? 
Dy. How ! without my privity, and unknown 
it cannot be, (tome ? 
Er. Beſeech you my Lord be gon. 
Cleander loves me more then his lite I know, 
| C3 bur- 
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but his honour more then me. Imagine then 
what ſtorms and tempeſts the clouds of jealoufie 
co ſee you here muſt raiſe in his noble minde. 
D#.I'm ſo confounded I know not what to ſay, 
nor what to do. Exit. 
Alt. So, let him go to's Ducheſs 
co cure his love-fſick fever;ſhe's yong &handſom 
and having ſo good remedy at home, 
what needs he ſeek abroad ? Bur for the Prince, 
the poor Prince, who's wholly unprovided, 
 intruth t'were charity co help him. 
Er. Well remember'd help, 
help him away 
before my Lord comes, by any means. 
Alt. There's no fear of thar : | 
his coming was onely a ſtory feign'd by me 
to ſend the Duke away. 
Er. Nothing elſe ? 
Pr. Excellent Wench, Leaps down, 
then I may be my ſelfagain. y noiſe of fight- 
Er. Hark, what noiſe is this ! ( ing within. 
claſhing of weapons ? louder and louder ſtill ? 
there is ſome fighting... Althea ſhut the doors 
and call up all our ſervants. Exit. 
Alt. What ? hoa, Clinias, Cleobulo. Exit. 
Pr, V Vhat ſhud this be ? 
the noiſe comes from the Garden door 
where I commanded my followers to attend me, 
and let none enter, but make good that paſſage 
cill 
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till my return. T'le oat and ſee what *cis. 
Drawes, and Exit. 


SCENA, 7. 


Enter one running meeting Clinias, Cleobulo. 


I. O Clinias! run, run. 
Clin, V'Vhatco do? 
t. No matter for that : run, run I ſay. 
Clin, But whither ? 
I. More interrogations ! 
no matter for that neicher ; run, run, 
as you will anſwer it. Exit. 
Clin. Hurry, hurry, hurry, 
theſe fellows think no buſineſs can be done 
without noiſe and buſtle ; and I muſt 
make a noiſe and buſtle too, 
They'l think I'm idle elſe. Whoo,whoo,whoo. 


Enter Cleobulo with 
hands in his Pocket, 
Clin. Come come what haſte you make now ? 
and all the houſe is in an uproar. 
Cle. Therefore I make no more haſte, 
I do not love theſe uproars and hurly-burlies, I; 
but-what's the matter can you tell ? 
Clin, Nay hang meif I know, 
or much care either ; 


onely if't be any fighting matter , . 
T4 f19ht 
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fight who's liſt for me, I have no minde unto't. | 
Cle. Faith nor I neither ; 

wherefore and't ſayſt the word, 

let's tothe ccllar, for that's a Sanuary ; 

& for reverence of god Bacchus I hope they will 

reſpeſt it accordingly. 
Cli. Content, bur ler's make haſte then, 

f#r I hear ſome coming. 


SCENA 8B. 


wall, terminated by the pro- 
ſpe of her Pallace. 


Cleander, Amynter, with their Swords drawn, 
taking off their falſe Beards. 
(hence, 

Am. That ſure was the Duke who firſt went 
but who thoſe other were, denyed us paſſage ; 
or he who laſt came out dissuis'd, and fo } 
fiercely aſſaulted us, I do not know. 

Cle.But I had known, or ſearcht his heart for it, 
had they not reſcued him.— | 
and is this the ſorenown'd Ermenia ? 
for ſolitade, in my abſence ! ſhe fate 
like ſolitary Turtle in abſence of its mate : 
no Anchoreſs more inclos'd, 
no Recluſe more retir'd ! 
to whom there's more reſort, 


3 naenn tminia'sGarden- 


then 


ERMINTA. 23 


then eyer was to Corinth in ancient time, 
when Thats and Phrine were in their prime, 
thoſe famous proſtitutes; proſtituting her Fame 
and honour, if not her ſelf. — 
Thanks to my diſsuize for this diſcovery, 
in which I thought to have ta'n her by ſurprize 
to our greater joy ; but now to my greater grief 
I'm more ſurpriz'd my ſelf. 

Am. Indeed *cis pailing ſtrange. 

Cle. But from the witneſs of theſe cycs of mine 
I mighr not have beliey'd it. Why this is righr 
Courteſan like : Bravo's diſpos'd at door 
to let in Cuſtomers, keep their pleaſure free 
and undiſturb'd , the door's open to all, 
onely debar'd to me, her Husband. 

Am, Nay now 
you £0 too far with your ſuſpitions. 

Cl.Fle go farther yet,none knows of my arriyal 
but onely you ; you ſhall conceal me, and 
preſent me to her as a preſent ſent from me 
in ſome diſguiſc, may gain me not onely acceſs 
into the houſe, but into her boſome too. 
Am.Had you not better diſcoyer you preſently, 
I do not like this ſeeking that we ſhud 
be loath to finde, and hunting wich our own 
curioſities, but our own diſquiets. 

Cle. Our quiets rather, 
for ſo knowing for certain 


what nowT but ſuſpeR, my mind will be at reſt, 
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imagine eſſe how miſerable I ſhud be, 
to have the mariage bed poyſon'd with jealouſie, 
and all its ſweets imbitter'd with the thought 
that ſhe is falſe ? no, I like not this gentle 
handling wounds, which till th'are throughſy 
can never be throughly cur'd : (ſearcher, 
I am reſoly'd to try. What e're may chance, 
<« of all evils the worſt is ignorance. 
Am. Pray Heayens you find not jealoufie a 

worler yet, 
for ignorance though'c be a dull diſeaſe, 
yet *tis not painful ; 'tisa Lethargy 
of minde,benums us ſo, as though 
ware ſick, we know not how ſick we are : 
bur jealouſie like the Wolf, or Vipers brood 
Knaws and tears out their very bowels, 
who breed it, and give it food. I 
* Cle. *Tis notto be jealous, but free from jea- 
I undertake this cryal, and to (louſte 
take my ſelf off the painful rack of doubt. 
Am. They make themſelyes more miſerable 
then they were, | | 
who fall from what they doubt to what they fear 

C.Diſpute it no more, I am reſoly'd to try her; 
and as I finde her faith and Loyalcy, 
away ſhe gocs, or elſe my Jealouſie. 


Finis Aus primi. 


ACTUS 
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ACTUS, 2, SCENA,r. - 
3 The Scene, 4 Garden. 


Aurindo. 

Te on theſe men, let never woman truſt 

them more,for my ſake, for they all are falſe, 
as is this Prince, this moſt perhdious Prince, 
and all glory in deceiving them, as he, 
falſe as he is, glories in deceiving me. 
Whar a loſt thing am I ? 
without a name and being ; 
neither what I was, nor what I am, 
Cyrena nor Aurindo : my very thoughts 
are loſt too ith* Labyrinth of my ſelf 
with thinking on it.— Here by this fountain fide 
Ile lay me down and try whe'r I can ſleep. 
<< if wearied ſlaves whoſe bodies are oppreſt 
&« with heavy burthens, would be glad to reſt ; 
«<much more wod lovers,whoſe minds bear about 
« a heayier weight within, chen they without. 


TCBM As to 


A Song, after which the Dutcheſs appears above in 
her Window, and ſpies Aurindo ſleeping. 


Duch,T herethere he ſleeps,and there do's _ 
is 
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his reſt, for whom 1 reſtleſly do wake ; 
Such was Narciſſus, onely this more wiſe, 
not to behold himſelf in mirrour of 
that liquid Chriſtal Fountain, ſhuts his eyes. 
Sleep, fleep fair yourh, for ſo, I do not ſee 
thoſe murdering eyes,that kil me with their fight 
yet wake,wake too,for whilſt you ſleep you take 
from me the delight I have in ſeeing them, 
and your repoſe is my tormenting ; but that 
which moſt of all rorments me, is the ſtrife 
betwixt deſire and ſhame to let him know 
my love, like ſtruggling twins tearing the womb 
that bears them : 
nor do I know yet whether's the greater pain, 
either to loſe my loye, or loſe my ſhame, — 
I muſt finde out ſome way to ſecure both. 
Aurindo, Aurindo. 
Aur. Ha! who calls ? 
Duc. *'Tis I. | 
Au. The Dutcheſs ! your pleaſure Madam ? 
Duc. Look 
in that ſame Fountain, ſee if thou canſt finde 
the portrait there of one I dearly loye. 
Au. I ſee nothing Madam. 
D#u. Thou canſt not be ſo blinde ; 
or as thou reſembleſt Cupid the god of Loye 
in all things elſe, thou art ambirious 
mups to reſemble him in blindneſs too; 
ook look well, I ſee it hither to. 's 
Alt. 


To 
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Av. T ſee nothing bur my ſelf. 
Duc, And isthat nothing Fool ? 
I muſt come down my ſelf I ſee, 
or thou wilt never finde it. 
Au, Now 
I know whart portrait *tis ſhe means, but 'tis 
not fit ſhe know it, to ſave her ſhame ; 
from which if you but take away reſtraint 
of modeſty onee, all other reſtraints are yain : 
is there no end ? no mean 
of thy perſecution love ? but I muſt be 
thus perſecuted both acively and paſſively, 
thy Quiver and Arrows both ? 


SCENA,}. 


The Dutcheſs Aurindo below. 


Duc. Now haye you found it yet ? 
Au. No Madam, yet I have ſought and ſought. 
D.well,you may ceaſe your ſearch,no matter for 
the portrait, now the original is ſo nigh. 
Au. Where is'c? I ſee't not. 
Du. No! run preſently 
to my apartment, fetch my mirrour here, | 
and Vle convince thee to thy face thou doſt. 
Au, How crafty and cunning ſhe's, 
to conceal her love, and to declare ir too ? 
: Duc, Yet you may ſtay too, I'le be that glaſs 
this once, Look 
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Look in mine eyes, and thou ſhalt finde ic there, 
look in my face, ſee if I do not bluſh. 

Au. Madam I ſee no other bluſhes there, 
but ſach as Aurora, ſuch as the bluſhing Roſe, 
or Beauty's ſelf wo'd wear. 

Ds. *Tis very g00d, 

T am glad you are fo courtly yet.— 

Ay me! what can be ſecretin a Lover, 

when their own bluſhes, 

their own loves diſcoyer ? 

learn learn Aurindo, if yet thou doſt not know, 
when ever thou hear'ſt one fighing ſo, 

or ſeeſt them bluſh, *cis onely for Love. 

—___ A4%. What's that? 

- nothing buc 

affeed ignorance can ſecure me. 3 Afide, 

Duc. Nay, if thou knowſt nor, thou canſt not 
how delicious a thing it is to love, (imagine 
and be beloy'd ; nor yet how great a pain 
It 15 fo love, and not be lov'd again. 

Au, I know it alas ! but too too well unto 
my grief. How ſhe _w drivingme Þ} Afide, 
farther and farther ſtill into the toyles 
will inextricably intangle us both, and how 
co avoid it I do not know, 


SCENA, 
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SCENA, 4. 


The Dnke enters and ſlarts back ſeeing 
them together. 


Duk, Ha! 
Au. Madam my Lord the Duke. 
Duc. He here ! 
Au. Never was poor 
condemned wretch awaiting every hour 
his execution, more glad of his reprieve, 
chen I am now of mine. (ſhame, 
Duc. That he ſhud come when I'd half paſt the 
which now is wholly to begin again ? — 
He looks as he were jealous too, to lee 
us here together. 
Duke. 11ike not this privacy, 
bur the liberty of reprehenſion's loſt, 
when we our ſelyes are guilty once, of chat 
we'd reprchend in others. 
Duc. My Lord I know not 
whether I ſhu'd more wonder or rejoyce, 
to ſee youreturn'd ſo ſoon ; you ſaid you went 
a hunting, and whar ſudden accident 
has made you leave the Chaſe ſo ſoon ? 
Duke. Nothing, nothing, (Enter Prince 
onely I cod finde no Game. 
Prince. "I 1s true, and I'm 
glad 
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glad you were fruſtrated as well as 1. . (Aſide, 

(Enter Anthenor and Leontins, 
Duc. T muſt diſſemble 

O my deareſt delight of my delight, 

Joy of my joy, how do I love your fight ? 

how jealous? how fearful I am of every thing ? 

the ground's too hard (me thinks) 

you tread upon, the air not ſoft enough : 

you breathe ; and as oft as any one 

looks on you, methinks they uſurp a right 

and priviledge belonss to me alone, — 


I mean thee Aurimdo. $ looking towards him. ' 


Duke. This is diſſembling, 
and I muſt diſſemble too ; 5 Aſide, 
and I my deareſt when tiart abſent dye, 
co think what happineſs, what felicity 
they enjoy,enjoy thy preſence; and what delight 
th/are depriy'd of, are depriy'd of thy ſight. 
(Enter Cleora and Olinda. 

Pr. He means Erminia I'm ſure. 

Leo. Hei day ! here's braye courtſhip now ; 
where ſhall you finde a married couple, and 
married fo long too,ſo kind and complemental ? 
this in a Gallant to his Miſtris, wod 
ſhew handſomly now ; but in a husband to 
his wife, looks as ridiculouſly as 
ro complement with ones ſelf. 

Ant. I, but there's more 
in it then ſo, *cis all diſſembling, 

| rank 
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:ank diſſembling, not onely pieces it out 

with the Fox's tail, but 1s all Fox, and ſtinks ; 
you may ſee it plain, for difiimulation 

whilſt *tis folicitous to do enough, 

moſt commonly over do's ; and through its care 
to conceal its ſelf, but diſcovers it ſelf the more. 

- Be. Pray who was this Ducheſs 
before he married her ? 

Ant.Why,a Lady he married in ſecond nuptials 
one!y for her beauty,rhe frailer part of woman. 
and that which men are ſooneſt cloy'd with, 
which yet ſhe cunningly ſeaſons ſo, 
ſhe keeps him alwayes in freſh appetite ; 
and there's nothing but my deareſt, 
and my deareſt with them. 

Leo. Sce, ſee, how the Ladies flock 


abour the Page ? 


Ant, I, this yong and handſom is a bait 
catches women as faſt as nux vomica do's crows, 
and intoxicates them much alike to0, 

The modeſter ſort of them, 

uſe men as they do Lions, 

play with them when they are young, 

but grown old once, tare atcard of them: 
and if the Page be modeſt roo, 

let him look to himſelf, 

for they'l try what mettle he's made of. 

Leo, Marry, heaven defend ! (Aſide. 
for they'l ſoon tinde him a counterfeit 

Cleo, 
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this modefty's vertue ich* Countrey , 

| bur vice ith” Court ; 

come to our Chambers 

wel read you a LeRure of it, 

*7is here, one of the Liberal Sciences. 
-Awt. A my conſcience he's a Maid ſtill, 

you may ſee by's bluſhing. 


SCENA, 5. 
Amynter, Duke, Dutcheſs, Prince, &c. 


Duk, Amynter ! welcom,welcom brave Soldier, 
Twas rumour'd Cleander was return'd ; and now 
I fee *ewas bur half falſe, ſince yout'one half, 
of him are here, and where's your other halt ? 

Am. Grear Sir yet he's not come, 
but will be ſhortly here ; mean time by theſe 
he kiſſes your Highneſs hands, with full 
information oth' ſtate of your affairs. 

Duke. Weareglad to hear from him, and ſhud 
be much more glad to ſee him 

Prin, I'm ſure you would not, 
norlI neither. | (Aſide. 
Duke, And how does onr valiant General 
Am. As he do's alwayes Sir in time of war, 
ſowing you battles, and reaping you victories, 
which now che war's paſt, | 
and glorious haryeſt done, W 
1e's 
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Cleo. Fye, fye, you muſt learn more boldneſs, 
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he's binding up in ſheaves to bring you home. 
Duk,Let's ſee what he writes. (The Duke reads; 
Duc. Amynter yar welcome CA4m. kiſſes the 
home. 3 Ducheſhand, 
Pr. And take my welcom too. ( then the Prin. 
Duc, Tyrannous honour !' 
cruel greatneſs ! as if we were great 
onely to be miſerable, and put on ſtate, 
bur to put off our ſelves ; they may converſe 
freely with Aurindo now, without all fear 
of this mans talk; and that mans jealouſie, 
no honour loſt : 
whilſt I with all my greatneſs 
dare to do that the leaſt I wiſh the moſt.— 
Cleora, Olinda, come hither, you were courting 
Aurindo there, I ſaw it well enough : 
£0 t00, I muſt, have you more modeſt; d'ye ſee. 
Cleo, She's jealous, (Aſide. 
and forbids us Aurindo's company, as ſevere 
Mrs. forbid their maids eating thoſe dainties . 
they reſerve for their own tooth and pallat. 
Duc, And how d'ye finde him, ha ! 
Cli. A little baſhful Madam; 
and nothing ſo bold as Pages are at Court: 
Duc, You'l ſoon make him bold enough, 
if he [requent your company ; 
he has | 
ſome ſecret out-let I fear for his affe&ion; 


makes him no fuller of it, _ uſually overflows 
in 
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in thoſe of his age; for curioſity 
Cleora obſerve his haunts, and let me know, 
d'ye hear ? 
Cle. I ſhall Madam. 
Duc, Tas much ſuſpe& 
the Dukes over kindneſs as his want of it ; 
nor is't ſo ſtrange in nature, that ſo 
different effe&s ſhud from the ſame cauſes grow. 
Duke. Cleander like a valiant Souldier here 
recounting his noble ations, writes modeſtly of 
himſelf, and ſhuns boaſt the Cowards yalour. 
Am.hyas learnt that leſſon(ſir)i'thſchoo! of war, 
no language better becomes a ſouldicrs mouth, 
then ſilence of their own praiſes, 
who when they once 
are their own trumpets, have neyer that of fames 
to ſound them forth ; and when from their high 
and glorious 
atchieyements once they fall ſo low as boaſt, 
the glory of all their actions is lolt. 
Duke. And have you viſited Erminia yet ? 
Am. My duty firſt perform'd unto yonr High- 
next is to viſit her. (nels, 
Duke, Y'ave Letters and 
commends from Cleander to her ? 
Am. 1 have my Lord, 
and amongſt the reſt am to commend unto her 
more i{reedom & courtſhip;Cleander dos not like 
her ſad and ſullen retirement and ſolitude. 
Duke. 
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Duk, He's wiſe in'c, it ſhews him not jealous, 
which men would elſe ſuſpe& ; beſides it more 
ſecures him of her: for women commonly 
moſt long for that th*are moſt debar'd of, and 
take the reſtrain away, their longing ceaſes, 
Go, remember me to her, and tell her we 
ſhall ſhorcly viſit her. 
Am. I ſhall my Lord, — 
that's it the train was laid for. _ © Bait; 
Duke. Still eyeing the boy ? 
of ſuch light ſparks as thoſe 
your fires are kindled, unextinguithably 
inflame the marriage bed with jealouſie, 
Hark you Anthenor,do you obſerve our Ducheſs, 
not that we ſuſpe@ her, but onely to 
preſerye her from ſuſpe& ; yare wiſe I know. 
and underſtand. 
Ant. So I've got an office now ; 
ſure his Highneſs takes me to have more wit 
or leſs honeſty then I have, thar he 
imployes me in ſpyery, 
but I muſt ſtretch both a little now, 
to ſerve him. 
Duke. Come my deareſt, 
thus by ſhort intervals we riſe from feaſts, 
onely to return with greater appetite, 
ſet me gJjut mine eyes with pleaſure once 7gen, 
and in Pu draughts take down che {1zht of thee, 


whil{t I can neyer accord faticty | 
D 2 | 3nd 
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and fruition together, 3 Exeunt omnes, 
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ScENA. 6. 


Anthenor, Leontius, Cleora after, 


Leo. Again at his complements ? 

Ant. I and again at his diſlembling, 
mean time th'are either of them as jealous 
as neighbonring States, and jealoufie of all 
vices in old mens is the greateſt ; 
for *tis not onely jealouſe, but envy too, —- 
And what difference ifaith betwixt a Bawd 
and Spy now ? 

Leo. Why tare i*th contrary extreams, 
tone hinders love matters,t'other furthers them; 
beſides a,Spy is a State Bawd, and a Bawd 
a woman#ſpy. 

Ant. Nay, if that be all, 3 Enter Cleora, 
T ſhall love my employments the betrer for it, 
& g0 about it with more cheartulneſs & alacrity; 
bur ſee Cleora, ſhe tarries for ſomewhat : and 
as women alwayecs imagine there's ſome ill 
inall men ſay, ſo we to be quit with them 
alwayes imagine ther's ſome 1ll in all they do.— 
Te to her, — ſweet Cleora if there be any ching 
wherein I may ſerve you, you know. - 

Cleo. What do I know ? 


that 
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that y'are more troubleſome and importune, 
then Flyes and Waſps in ſummer : 
and for your ſeryice 
y'd beſt ſet up a Bill, or g0 to the office of 
Addreſs,to tell what a ſerviceable man you are, 
and amongſt your other good qualities be ſure 
you pur in your ſhort neck like a roaſted Pig, 
your ſmirking and fleering, as much as to ſay, 
Who! laugh at me? 
and your ſtubble beard for kiiling 
coſts us more Pomatum.— I'de as lief 
kiſs thorow a hair five. 

Ant. I there'tis now, 
your ſmooth fac't boyes carry it clearly away 
from us bearded men ; and 'tis with kitling as 'cis 
with bowling, 
they love not rough srounds for fear of rubs, 
but in a ſmooth Alley they crundle it away, 
and ſo I will too, for I've enoughof her. 

3 Extt with Leontins, 

Cleo. My Lady ſets me to watch Aurindo now, 
and though this playing the ſpy in love matters 
be no hard task, yet 'tis a tickliſh one ; 
and I imagine to finde as much 
pleaſure and delight in it as they, 
who look upon the Game whilſt others play. 
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SCENA, 7. 
The Prince, Aurindo, Cleora. 


See where he comes and the Prince with him, 
T'ie ſtand here and ftretch mine ears upon 
the tenters this once to over-hear them. 
Aur. It grieves me to ſee him 
ſo ſad and penſive, and I'de fain comfort him, 
and try whether I can do that for him, 
I have more need another ſhud do for me. — 
If'c may'nt appear too great a boldneſs 
to ask your Highneſs, I ſhud defire ro know, 
why yare ſo ſad and penſive; ſure my Lord 
it can be nothing bur love that makes you ſo, 
the gentle companion of eyery gentle breaſt. 
Prin, Tlrartin the right boy, 
and fince thou haft ſeen 
ſo far into me ; T'le make no dijliculty 
to declare unto thee all the reſt, 
and tell thee who 'tis I love too. 
Aur. God of dehre, 
now grant it may be I. (Aſide, 
Pr:. Thou knowelt the fair 
Erminta I'm ſure, ſhe who as far outſhines 
all other beauties, as the Sun all other lights, 
Tis ſhe I love. 
Aur. Diſloval and perfidious, ( Aſide. 


Can 
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can I hear this, and not hate him for it ?!— 
and pray my Lord did you neyer love before ? 
Pri.Yes a little at Argos once for faſhion ſake, 
bur that now is quite forgot, 
and my heart by loves fire temper'd to 
a delicate ſoftneſs, has of late receiv'd 
another impreilion has quite effaced that. 
Aur.Learn, learn all ye deceived, Virgins learn 
what temper falſe mens hearts are made of, and 
how yare deceiy'd by them. — 
And do's ſhe giye ear unto your ſuit ? 
Pr, Ohno ! bat is as deaf unto', 
Ulyſſes to the Syrens cod be no more, 
againſt whoſe charms 
he obſtinately ſtopt his car, 
<« and none hear worſe then thofe who will not 
Aur. Heaven then is juſt I ſee, (hear, 
and puniſhes him for's falſhood unto me. 
Pr. But methinks thou art ſad and penſive too, 
now I conſider it better, and by thy own 
rule,I ſhud gueſs thou wert in love to0, — 
Au. Who I? I can aſſure your Highneſs, 
if I have any love 'tis onely love of you. 
Pr, Thanks gentle Boy, 
I've alwayes experienc't thee 
loving and truſty, and to repay thy truſt, 
T'le not onely make thee contident of 
my love, but adyocate too to plead for it 
unto Erminia. | 
D 4 Aur, 
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Aur. Cruel office ; and 

is't not enough to be undone, but I 

muſt be made inſtrument my ſelf 

of my own undoing? and if this be the reward 

of my faith and love, how wod he reward 

my hate and diſloyalty ? 

Pr.Thou ſhalt to Erminia then, CSpeaking this, 
Althea will introduce thee, , removing nea- 
Sive her but . Crer Cleora, 
this jewel from me, and hark thee, — 

Cle. AllI can 
o're-hear of their diſcourſe, is, 
Aurindo is going to Erminia, 
and Althea's to introduce him ; *tis 
enough of intelligence for once, 


this goes unto the Dutcheſs. (Exit, 
Prin, Go, and make me eyer 
happy (Exit. 


Aur. And my ſelf everunhappy by it, 
what ſhall I do ? but what a queſtion's that ? 
thoſe who deliberate have ſome will of their 
but I have none ; with reſolution great (own, 
as is my loye then, Ile go and plead for him 
againſt my ſelf; and though my heart diſayow 
all my tongue ſayes, yet it ſhall ſay it, or Vle 
diſayow it to be mine : no matter for 
the pain I ſiffer, who truly loye do know. 
<« no pleaſure, no contentment is above 
< the delighrtul pain we ſuffer for thoſe we love: 

Finis Attus ſecundi, 
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ACTUS3. SCENAr. 
Cleander like an Ethiope, Amynter. 
The Scene, Erminia's Pallace. 


Cleander, 
JE ſure the Duke will viſit her. 
Am. I'm ſure, 
if he love her he'l rather dye then fail , 
and if he fails, 'tis ſign he loves her nor. 

Cle. *Tis well, make haſte to preſent me to her 
I wod be preſent at (then, 
their parley and interview ; 
and what d'ye think ? am I ſufficiently 
diſguiz'd ? 

Am. Diſguiz'd ! y'ar chang'd,and are no more 
Cleander ; Proteus was never ſo transform'd : 


\ I;who know you even doubt whether it be you, 


& were your thoughts but chang'd as all the reſt, 
your ſelf would doubt 
whether *ewere your ſelf or no. 

Cle. Then do you tell her I'm both deaf and 
that ſo having provided for all without, (dumb, 
that nothing from within may iſſue forth 
to betray me, T'le ſhut up the port of ſpeech, 
and my thoughts ſhall hold no intelligence with 
my tongue. 

Am. Peace, here comes ſome of the houſe, 
you'l ſee how they'l wonder to ſce me here. 

SCENA, 
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SCENA, 2. 


Althea to them, then Erminia, Clinixs, Cleobuls. 


Alt. How Amynter ! my Lords infeparable 
companion & boſom friend ! O madam, madam, 
who's here d'ye think ? Enter Erminia,Cli- 

Er. Ha, amynter ! was It 3 nias,Cleobulo after. 
inſtin& or propheſie in thee, to ſay my Lord 

- Was come ? ; 

Alt. 1 know not, I'm ſure T meant it fora lye ; 
and it it ſhad proyec true now, what ſhud I fay, 
but I've good luck with lying. 

Er. Amynter, tO me who never Joy'd 
fince Cleander went , 'tis twylight 
of joy toſee you ; 
and ſuch a promile of ſeeins Cleander here, 
as is Aurora of ſecing the day : 
and where is he, I ſee him not ? 

Am. Madam, he ſends you 
all health and happineſs, 
with the aſſurance he'l ſhortly be here. 

Er. Shortly ! how ſhortly? all time 
ſeems too long, 
an hour a day, a day a year, 

a weck an age, until I ſee him ; and 

there is no health nor happineſs for me 

without him. | 
Clea. 


s 
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Clea, Diſſembler. (Aſide. 

Am. Mean time by theſe 
he kifles your fair hands, and by me preſents 
you with this Erhiope here, Embleme of his 
affection, whoſe colour can never change. 

Er, AndFle keep him as embleme of mine, 
what qualities has he ? 

Am. A more truſty ſervant 
no where lives then he, more valiant, nor more 
intelligent, although both deat and dumb. 

Er, What means he now ? 


you underſtand his figns. He bows, kiſſes 
Am. With all humility he dedi- ) his hands, and 
cates himſelf and ſervice ye, ) lifts them up 
and vows perpetual faith. to heaven. 
Er. And now! He draws his 
Am. He ſolemnly proteſts $ ſword,in ation 
he'l fight and dye for you. of fighting ,then 
Er. A goodly perſonage, — /ſets it to his 
but let me read my Letters, breaſt. 


Alt, Hum ! deaf and dumb ! 

pretty qualities to fit in the chimney corner : 
let's ſee for's dumbneſs, I like that well enough, 
he wo'nt tell tales , and for his deafneſs too, 
'ris no great matter, men naturally underſtand 
what women wod haye them do ; 
were he blinde roo, 
he'd make the better hnsband, onely I like not 
his colour : Burt for that all men are black 

in 


ERMINTA. 


in the dark, and I may chance to try him one 
of theſe nights. 
Cli. Andart not thou glad now 
my Lord is coming home ? 
| Cleo. Why ſhud we be glad fool? we 

ſhall be onely Clinias and Cleobuls, 
a couple of poor ſlaves ſtill; but what a fellow 
ſervant has he ſent us here? both deaf & dumb ! 
what ſhall we do with him ? 

Cli, Why,we'l be ſure 
fo put all th' work of the houſe upon him, ler 
him pur it off again as well as he can ; 
beſt is we may uſe him as we liſt, 
he can't complain of us. 

Cleo. But is he not 
too gallant to work do'{t think ? 

Cli. We'l make him do it, 
for all his Gallantry. 

Cle. D'ye think he'l ſuffer it ? 

he ſeems a ſturdy piece. 

Cli. We'l make him ſuffer it too, 
for all his ſturdineſs, I'le warrant you. 

Cleo. Content then 

Er. How's this? he writes me here, 
he'd have me quit my ſadneſs and ſolitude, 
and be more free and courtly. If this be his 
pleaſure, he has ſtrangely chang'd his minde z 
but I am all obedience, and am 
not to diſpute but to obey his will : - 

an 
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and how has he his health well ? 
Am. Paſling well. 
all his malady is onely want of you. 
Er. And why is he not his own Phyſician then? 
no wounds I hope ? 
Am. None dangerous, all he had 
are now converted to honourable ſcars. 
Er. But that I fear to trouble you with my 
I ſhud never ceaſe queſtioning you. (queſtions, 
Alt. Madam the Duke, 
Cleo. Now, now. 


SCENA, 3. 


The Duke, Erminia, Cleander, Amynter, 
the reſt retire. 


Am. T will obſerve them. } ſtands conceal'd 
D#4.why now the clouds of ſadnes ar overblown 

yappear like your ſelf the bright Erminia : 
So beauty ſhud appear, cheartul and gay, 
nature's beſt ornament, onely the wiſe 
know how to wear,the fooliſh mar ith'wearing. 
And now yAave elevated again your fair 
and long dejected eyes, with hope to ſee 
Cleander ſhortly here , whilſt you caſt 
them every wayes about to look tor him, 
I hope a glance at leaſt may light on me. 

Er. Your Highneſs is not to be look't upon 
fo ſlightly. Clea, 


_ 


46 ERMINTA, 


Clea. Now, now it begius, | 
Er. I look upon you \ 
as my Sovereign Lord and Prince. 
Dk. T har's at too great a diſtance,look on me 
as one who admires and honours you, and 
your lover rather. 
Clea. I, there 'tis. 
Er, That my Lord 

were too great preſumption, 

and no leſs impudence,in one already married; 
Cleo. She cunningly 

holds off to draw him on. 

Duh. Think not of that: 
marriage of its ſelf is a tye ſtrait enough, 
we need not ſtraiten it more 
with ſuperfluous nicety ; 
but let's talk no more of it, -—-— 

I've ſomewhat to ſay in private t'ye, but ſend 
that Slaye away. 

Er. He's both deaf and dumb my Lord, 
and's preſence can be no hinderance 
to what you have to ſay, 

D#th. But he can fee though ; 
and 'ris not fit what we do in Private ſhud 
be ſeen by every one. 

Er, *T is fit for thoſe 
have care of their fames and honors;and for me, 
I will do nothing but whar I car'd not,chough all 
the world did ſee. 

Clea: 


bu 
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Clea. 1 like that anſwer well, 
'tis diſcreet and: modeſt. — 
If I ſhud be deceiy'd in her, 
never was man more glad 
to finde his hopes true, 
then I ſhud be to finde my fears were falſe, 
D#k., You talk of honor, know Princes are 
the fountains of it ; and there's none but what 
do's flow from them, all's honourable they do, 
ſo is my love. 
Er, «« Nothing is honourable, 
« that is not vertuous £00 z 
make your loye ſo then ; 
elſe you mighr as well 
call Vice, Vertue, and Hell, Heaven ; 
as Luſt, Love; and Diſhonor, Honor; as you do. 
Know my Lord, the ads 
of marriage are ſuch, as matrimony it ſelf 
(holy as it is) can ſcarcely make 
honourable and lawful ; but iraagine how 
diſhonourable and unlawful they muſt needs. be 
without it then, 
Clea. What a wretch and villain was 
ever to ſuſpe& her ? 
Duk, Come you think you do.a high 
at of juſtice now, to betrue unto Cleander ; 
but alas you are deceiv'd, juſtice confiſts 
in equality, and equality there's none ; 
you ſhud be true to himzthat's falſe ro you, 
Er. 
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Er. Shud any but your Highneſs tell me ſoz 
I'd ſay he lyed, moſt baſely lyed : 
Cleander falſe ? 
the Gods, Trurh it ſelf ? 
wod as ſoon be falſe as he. 

' Clea. My own dear dear wife: 

Duke. Ha, ha, ha, I pitty you, | 
to ſee you ſo abus'd, and to diſabuſe you ; know 
Cleander has another Miſtris in Attica 
he warms with's embraces, whilſt Erminia 
in her cold bed freezes here : 
why ſhud: he tarry ſo long away elſe think you; 
the wars now at an end? 

Er. Andis that all 
your argument ? how ill you argue Sir, 
as ifgold by th' rouchſtone ſhud be rendred falſe, 
or men guilty by tiral of their innocence : 
abſence is the onely touchſtone 
and trial of our loyes ; 
In it we but repeat by heart 
that leſſon, which in preſence we learn't before: 
And as in preſence of thoſe we love 
weare all eyes, 10 in abſence we 
are all thought of them , asI* 
am of Cleander, 
and F'm ſure he is of me. 

Clea. My deareſt deareſt wife ſtill 

Er, And was it for this you ſent him to the 
wars. 

no £0 
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eo overthrow your enemies abroad, 
at price thus of my overthrow at home ? 
he's much oblig'd r'ye ſure, and now I ſee 
*twas not to honour him, but diſhonour me. 
D#uk, This will not do, 


I muſt try ſome other way.— .  (Afide. 
'Come, I wod not force what I might obtain 
by gentleneſs. 


Er, You wod not ? you cannot Sir, — 
talk to me of force ! ſhud you bur offer it, 
I'd ſooner kill my ſelf then ſuffer F Draws her 
it: knife. 
unhand me as you loye my life my Lord, 
as you love your own life do ; do you not ſee 
him look there as he'd kill you preſently. 
leſt you defiſt. 

Duke. Ha! the villain looks 
terribly indeed, and I'm afeard of him : 

Gods and fiends I think conſpire 

to defend her from me, and hinder my purſuit, 
I'm reſolv'd yet to go on, ſpight of them. — 
Farewell, your Bravo 

ha's ſav'd you this once, make much of him, 


bur I ſhall finde a time. (Exit. 
Er. Althea, where's | 
this woman ? (Enter Althea. 
Alth. Here Madam. 
Er. And why not here ? 
you mult be alwayes leaying me alone; 
| E either 


_ 
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either wait cloſer, or I ſhall proyide me of thoſe 
whowill, 
Alth. Pardon me Madam, when 
a Lord and Lady are together, 'cis 
g00d manners in the waiting-woman, and part 
of their breeding (I take it) to leaye them alone. 
Er. Is ſo? 
£0 t00, y'are grown ſo impudent of late, 
(whatſoere's the matrer) y*are quite mar'd agen; 
or mend it, or you and I muſt part, — 


look to'r, (Exit, 
Alt, I, fay you ſo? 
then 'cis time to look to'c indeed. (Exit, 


S CENA, 4. 


Cleander, Amynter. 


Cle. O friend was eyer man more happy in 

a wifethen I am in Erminia ? 
did{t obſerve (for. thou heard(t all I know) 
how ſhe anſwer'd the Duke ? 
how ſhe confounded him ? | 
and made eyen impudence it ſelf to bluſh, 
whilſt chaſtity like a Phenix burnt in her eyes 
with anger and indignation at 
his unchaſt purpoſes, & darted lightning at him. 
Oh ye Gods ! Erminia is as white I ſee 
as is her name or innocence it ſelf, 

and 
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and Fm o'rejoy'd with it. PE 
Am. I joy yave found her fo. 

Clea. You wod not have had me jealous now, 
and ſee whar's come on'r, without my jealoufte 
I'd neyer known thus much. 

4m. IT am moſt glad | 
y'ave ſo good iſſue of it, and that jealouſie 
its parent's dead chat gave ir life ; 
and what will ye do now ? 

Cle, What ! bur inſtantly 
caſt off my diſguize, and diſcoyer me unto her — 
bur ſtay ! who's this? more viſitants ! 


SCENA 5. 


Aurindo meeting Althea, Clednder, Amynter. 


Am. Althea, happily 
incountred, I was juſt ſeeking you. 

Al. And I'm 
glad of it, for I was juſt thinking on you 
and ſee how ones thoughts will come to pals ! 
well what's your buſineſs ? whatſoe're it be, 
y/are like to ſpeed, I can tell you thar. 

Au. Take heed Althea. 
that whatſoever has a large extent, 
and ſhe who promiſes that denies norhing, not 
ſo much as her ſelt. 


Alt, Well concluded I promiſe you, 
WD Ek 2 yaye 
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yave ſtudy'd Grammer and Logick tool ſee, 
and want not Rhetorick neither for a need 


F'le warrant you. 
Au. Indeed and I have need 


to uſe my Rhetorick ; pleaſe you to help me bor | 


co ſpeech of your Lady. 

Alt. Marry come up here, 
no wonder indeed y'are grown ſo dainty ! 
will no body but my Lady ſerve your eurn ? 
am not I good enough for you l pray, ? 
ſhe's for your Maſter, wod you ſhud well know. 
Au.And *tis from him I deſire to ſpeak with her 
who recommends him to you by this jewel. 

Al. Anoble Prince he is, Fle fay that for him, 

and bounteous and liberal withall, 
vave few ſuch Princes now adayes: he was 
in a great fright (ſo were we all) when he 
was laſt with my Lady.— Well, did my Lord - 
but know how I labour for him.— 

Clea. He knows it, and 
thou ſhalt know he does too. (Aſide. 

Au. Well hark then ! 

Clea. Hell and confuſion ! d'ye hear 
how ſhe'as been viſited ? I'm juſt like a marriner 
newly eſcap't one {torm,and even arriv'd 
unto the port, when by another, he's 


driven to ſea again, in-greater danger then eyer 


he was before : the Prince viſit her, 
and handſome boyes? to be rid of my jealohe, 
Oth' 
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O tliDuke is nothins ; for what avails it one 
h'as many thorns prick him, for eaſing of his pain 
to have one plucke out, and all the reſt remain.—. 
I'm as jealous as e're I was before. (Exit. 

Al. Well,though my Lady be in ill hamor now, 
and very ſtanch of her viſits (as they ſay) 
for the Princes ſake yer, I'le try whatI can do; 
and for your ſelf, though I've partly made a yow 
never to marry, I know not yet how I 
ſhud be tempted, ſhud you offer to marry me. 

Av. Bur Tle never tempt you Fle promiſe you. 
yet for my Lords ſake I muſt humor her; (ſide. 
and dear Althea, for my part I promiſe you, 
if ever I marry any woman it ſhall be you. 

Alt. That's ſome comfort yet, 

I'de fain have ſomewhat in hand though, 
to be doing with ; but come I'le bring 
you to my Lady. 


SCENA, 6. 


3 The Dutcheſs Cleora, Althea after, 


Di. Andareyou ſure 
he went to Erminta's ? 
Cle. Sure Madam 'twas ſo appointed, 
and Althea was to have the introducing him. 
Duc. Did I not tell you . 
he had ſome ſecret haunt ? | 
| E 3 IM 
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I knew it I, there's no deceiving Me.— 
See this diſſembling boy, you ſhall ſooner finds 
Spring without flowers, 
and Autumn without fruit, 
then without loving thoughts,a youthful minde, 
tis the proper fruit, and flowers of the ſeaſon. 
| 3 Enter Althea. 
Al. SoI have brought him to my Lady, 
who was nothing nigh ſo much offended and 
ſurpriz'd with it as I imagined, — 
Who's here the Ducheſs ? 
Duc. And Althesg too 
muſt be their Bawd ! that old Hag, that Witch, 
go ſeek her out, and bring her hither ſtrait; 
if ſhe conceal their ſecret meetings, 
cortures ſhall inforce it from her. 
Alt. Ha ! ſhe has heard 
it ſeems of the Dukes viſiting my Lady, 
I'd beſt confeſs it c're ſhe put me co the torture ; 
I'm melancholly enough to lye in bed alone, 
and apprehend this lying on the rack 
a far more melancholly buſineſs; beſides 
1 know not how my bones 
will hold out, beſhrew me. 
Cleo. She's here Madam. 
Al.Indeed T muſt confeſs, 5 peak this trembling. 
and't like your Highneſs he viſits my Lady ſome- 
Duc, Oh do's he fo! (times. 
Alt. But I can't help it, 
there's 


ng. 
ne- 
1CS. 


res 
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there's no keeping him out. 

Duc. Is he fo hot upon it ? 

Alt. But this I can aſſure your Highneſs, 
"tis much againſt my will 
and againſt my Ladies too. 

Duc. Worler and worſer, I cod pardon him 
to prefer her loye to mine ; but to prefer 
even her negle& unto my love, is ſuch * 
an indignity, ſuch a negle& of me 
I never ſhall forgive. | 


SCENA, 7. 
The Duke Anthenor, Ducheſs, &c. 
Duke. Gone after him d'ye ſay ? 


Ant, Ican aſſure your Highneſs, 
Duke, Why this is fine, very fine, — 


but ſee ſhe's here. | 
Duc. I'm glad I've found his haunts yet, now 
he goes to Erminia's ſtill, (I ſee 


when he makes ſuch haſte from me. 

D#ke. How comes ſhe to know that ? 
I'de beſt make no ſecret then of what 
ſhe knows already, leſt ſhe ſuſpe& 
ſome farther ſecret in't, more then ſhe knows. — 
Well, what if I viſit Erminia ſometimes ? 
"tis but tocomfort her in her ſolitude 
and ſadneſs in her husbands abſence. | 

: E 4 DUC. 
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Duc. Ha! SE 27-202 1.25: 
this is a diſcovery lookt n not ther, — (fide. 
'cis well my Lord yare very charitable 
eo other mens wives in their abſence,8e Hive! me 
example what to do when you are abſene .. - 
with other womens husbands too ; 
and is this your going a hunting? I'm glad Ifaith 
I know what Game it is you chaſe. Exit, 
Duke. What have I done ? 
betray'd my ſelf 2 chis is this fooliſh conſcience 
makes us do ſuch poor ignoble things, 
a noble ſpirit wod be aſham'd of ; 
ſhe's gone inrag'd, 
and rape that in petty boſoms, as winds 
in narrow brooks, makes ſmall commotion; 
in mighty ones raiſes as fearful ſtorms, 
as boiſterous winds in the vaſte Ocean :- 
no matter, let her go, if Erminia's name 
can raiſe a tempeſt, I haye an exorciſme 
'of Aurindo's can allay it again ; 
nor will I deſiſt — «the bold and aſevien, 
« when checkt and reprebended for their faults, 
<* S5row more licentious, and deyoid of ſhame, - 
<< onely the weak and timerous refrain. Þ Exit. 
2 manet Althea. 
Al. I'm glad ſhe's gone, and I ſafe here, I was 
inaterrible fright ; — 
for her calling me Bawd it never angred ay 
it's 5 NO diſgrace toa waiting woman ; but 
ro 


to call me old Hag ! 
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$ C E N A, 8. 
Erminia, Aurindo, Althea, Cleander, Amynter,” 


Er. Prithy good boy no more, 

pitty ſo much handſomeneſs, ſhud be 
ſo unhandſomely imploy'd ; | 
and ſo much good language and eloquence 
caſt away upon ſo bhada caule ; 
find out ſomewhat wherein I may dothee good 
and I ſhall gladly do it; | 
but I ſhud do thee harm, 
to make thee complice of anothers ill. 

Au.She inſtrugs me excellently,8 her kindneſs 
invites me to diſcoyer my ſelf unto her ; 
& ſomewhat here bids me accept the invitation 2 
who knows ? ſhe may be ſo nobly generous , 
to help me in my love, | 
hinder me I'm ſure ſhe cannot. 
Fle try, *cis but my bluſhes loſt, 
and in a better cauſe I cannot loſe my ſhame, 
Nobleſt of Ladies, whilſt I diſcover t'ye 
a ſecret you'l ſooner wonder at, then believe, 


+ £o take from your wonder, 


and adde to your belief, 


be pleaſed to behold Gives ber her 
this Portrait here, Portrait. 
Z What's 


Er, What's this ? =: 

Clea. How ! taking preſents ? 
nay then ſh'as ſold her ſelf, 
and is no longer mine ; 
and whiſpering ! womens ſhames 
So always with their whiſpers:howcloſe they ar, 
as he were pouring out himſelf 
into her car, us ſhe inclines her ear, 
aS ſhe were carefal nothing ſhud be loſt: — 
now h'as told her ſomewhat that tickles her, — 
now ſhe looks on's preſent, now on him agen, 
as ſhe were begetting babies in his eyes, 
Preludiums, and images in little 
of procreation. *Tis good, 'tis very good, 
I ſee you, but you ſee not the revenge 
T'le take for it. 

Er. Is't poſlible ! 
comparing what I hear,with what I ſee, 
I can no wayes doubt the truth of what you ſay ; 
I've ſeen your Portrait formerly, and wonder, 
comparing it with you now, 

I knew you not before. 
Au, You ſee Madam | 
how your ſweet goodneſs has imboldned me 
tothe diſcovery of a ſecret to you 
I ſhud have conceal'd 
even from mine own boſom, if 
it had been poſſible. 

Er. And I ſhall keep it as ſafe 

as 


as 
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as your own boſome, | 
ſweer Cyrena aſſure your ſelf. 
. Cle. See,ſhe even embraces him by heaven ! 
Ax. Beſeech you Madam call me Aurindo ſtill, 
and ſhew ſome kindneſs tothe Prince,when next 
he viſits you ; leſt he ſaſpe&t I have 
neglected his commands, and had more care 
of mine own concern, then his. 
Er. For your ſake Ile 
do any thing,I may in honour do ; 
and I hope {weet friend e're long to let you ſee 
you not deceiy'd your ſelf, in truſting me. 
Au. Deareſt Madam, my raviſhment is ſo great, 
my joy muſt needs burſt forth 
in ſome expreilion, or I ſhall burſt my (elf; 
here then before I go 
I make a ſolemn league of friendſhip with ye, 
and ſeal it with my breaſt. | 
3 They embrace, and depart ſeverally. 


SCENA,9. 


The Dicheſs enters, and ſees them embracing. 
Cleander Amynter. 


_ C.By heaven He kill chem both. 3 offers to draw. 


Am. Fie fie, be more Ff Cloſes with him , and 
advis'd and temperate. } leads him out. 
Duc, Unparallel'd impudence ! 
embrace 
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embrace in publique ! the very a&tion 

of coupling ! no ſtrumpet loſt to ſhame 

and abandoned to infamy, wod e're haye don't : 
I burnno leſs with rage and jealouſie, 

then they with luſt ; and the fire of my love 
is quite extinguiſht by'c, as greater fires ; 
extinguiſh leſſer ones. 

T'le be reyeng'd on both, 

for her I now do loath her 

worſe then a Toad or Snake , 

and for him,ungrateful as he is, I'le let him ſee 
fince he wod not haye me fora friend, 

what 'cis to have me for an enemy. 


Fins Aftus tertii, 


ACTUS, 4 SCENA,1 
The Prince, Aurindo : ſeveral wayes. 


: Prince. 
Urindo welcome, I haye awaited thee 
Juſt as the trembling priſoner at the bar 
ſuſpended *ewixt hope and fear,awairs his doom, 
and what is't ha ? doſt bring me life or death ? 
Au, Life, life,aſſure your ſelfmy Lord, 
or elſe I ſhnd not live to tell it you ; 


had rather dye my ſelf a hundred times 
| then 


It — OS. 


el 
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then bring you death. 
Pri, Thanks gentle Aurindo. 
I know thou loveſt me. 
Au. You know nothing yet | 
compar'd to what I hope you'l know e're long 
Prin, Well haſt been there? 
Au. I have my Lord. 
Pri. And how didſt finde her, ha ? 
Au, Beyond expeRation kinde, 
the hearkened to me, and that 
's half conſent, and th'other half y'are to 
expe&e're long : 
well I ſay nothing but 
there are thoſe in Miſſena here, 
who loye you, dearly love you; 
I can tell you that my Lord, 
though I am ſworn yer not cotell their names. 
- Þr. Comeprithy tell me. 
Au. Let it ſuflice 'tis one 
you'd leaſt imaging, one you'l ſhortly know, 
and I hope be happy in her knowledge too. 
Pr. Enough, enough, I know then it is ſhe, 
for there's none elſe in nature can make me 
happy, but Erminia. O my dear Aurindo 
how thou obliveſt me, with thy joyful news ! 
Au, Happy conjunRure ! | 23 Embraces him. 
bleſt moment ! thar ir wod alwaycs laſt, 
or that the heart did but go now wich th! hands | 


that enem cinbrace me. (4ſide, 
Pr. 


62 ERMINIA, - 
Pr. Never was Prince more happy in a Page, 
then I in thee. ; 
Au. T hope your Highneſs e're long 
will finde it ſo indeed. 
Pr. More, more prichy, more of Erminia. 
Au. See here comes company. 
——— 
withdraw then to my apartment, and there 
Fle take th*' Ambroſrck food into mine ear. 


SCENA, 2. 


Cleora, Olinda. 


Cleo. Tellme Olinda, wert thou ever 1n loye. 
Olin, Yes faith a little once for faſhion ſake, 
as much as came to jeaſt, 
and methought *twas pretty ſport ; 
but never in earneſt I, 
co make me whine and cry, 
leaye my meat, break my ſleep, 
and be meJancholly and mad as my Lady is. 
Cle. Thou wert the wiſer 
for love indeed is but a ſort of madneſs : 
and as you haye ſeveral ſorts of mad folks, ſo 
you have of Loyers ; ſome ſad, ſome merry,ſome 
milde and gentle, ſome raving and furious agen ; 
and for theſe, the Pazzarells was well invented, 
whither ſhortly my Lady muſt be ſent I _ ; 
or 
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| for ſhe's mad, outragions mad againſt Aurindo, 
| -and has accus'd him to the Duke, 
for offering to raviſh us. 


Ol. I wod he had faith. 
Cle. And ſee ſhe comes, 


| and the Duke with her. 


SCEMNA, 3. 


The Duke, Ducheſs, Leontins, Anthenor, &c. 
Duc. Beſeech you my Lord, . 


{ baniſh him the Courr. 


Dike. Well we ſhall think upon't, 
Duke. It is a ſhameto ſuffer him here, 


is not content to deboiſh himſelf, 
1 but ſeeks to deboiſh the Prince too. 


Duk, Well, well. 
Duc. Nay what's more, h'asnot 


1 onely attempted the honour of my women here, 
1 bur even attempts the honour of Erminia too. 


D#k.Ha!do's he ſo? nay then we will not onely 


I baniſh him the Court, but City and Country too; 
I ler it be ſtraic proclaim'd. 


Ant. D'ye mark how that 


1 heats him, he was cold before ? 


Leo. I do. © 


Duc. Iwill not tell you how inſolkent he was 
to tempt even me my ſelf, not to expoſe 


J his life tro danger, and my honour too ; 


that 
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that he ſhud dare to do it, and hope to live. 

_ Teo, His life thirſted after too, nay thenlT ſee 
nothing's more inſatiate 
then women in their love, or in their hate. 

Duk. T hough for's inſolency I confeſs 
he deſerves to dy,yet in regard of's tender years 
 ſothou my deareſt beeſt content, * 
I am content to ſpare his life. 

D#c- Our ſex is ſoft and gentle, - 
as it becomes us to be merciful ; | 
but think my Lord whe'r't becomes you or no, 
and't may'nt appear in you, too great neglect 
both of my honour and your own. 

Leo. Then I fee no Tigreſs, nor Lioneſs, 
nor Aſpicktrod on, is more fell and cruel, 
then cruel women. 

Duk, Content thy ſelf deareſt wich 
his baniſhment, we would not kill, where we 
might ſafely ſpare. 

Duc. Miſtaken clemency ! 

miſplaced goodneſs ! << who ſpare the guilty are. 
& cruel to th* innocent ; beſt tarry till h'ave 
feft nothing in the Court inviolate, 

eyen to the Royal bed ; nay till his luſt 
like a violent ſpreading torrent overflows 
and involyes Erminia' honour too, 
Saining her the diſhonourable repute 

of a foul Scrumper, and baſe Proſticute. 

Ant. That's a killing blow put home, _ 
= S | poor 
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guard thee well Aurindo, or trart but dead. 


Duk, Oh; how 1 love 
this zeal of Juſtice in you, 
and you, for it ? 


have prevail'd | 
AY wh. & is reſolv'd he dye : : 


Jet hin b. apprehended ſtrait. 
Le. This muſt be prevented. Exit baſtily.. 
Duke. Now my deareſt art thou ſatisfied ? 


If thou beeſt, 


appeaſe thy anger, ſerenate thy minde, 
and in thy cabinet expe& thine own defircs 
and wiſhes alwayes to attend thee. — 

3 Leads her to the door, 
Now to the reſt of our aftairs, 
where's that ſhipwrackt ſouldier lately return d 
from Attica, call him to us {trait, we'l rake 
the ſcruple of marriage out of Erminia's breaſt; 
chat ware reſoly'd come what will of the reſt. 


SCENA, 4. 


Leontius, Aurindo. 


Leo. Fly, fly Madam, 
all che Courr is up in ſearch of you, 
and buſie danger threatens and ſurrounds you 
on every fide, juſt like the hunted Dear 


when ch' hounds are uncou pled,& the hunt is - P: 
F or 
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for heayens Love haſte, 
T'vetold you what you ſtand accuſed of. 

Au. AndifI wod compound 
with danger, I eafily cod clear my innocence, 
but I'le keep that now for my laſt reſerve ; 
meantime Ile to Erminia's, and ſhelter there, 
to whom can I better owe my lite then her ; 
to whom I hope ſhortly to owe all 
my joy of living ? 

Leo. Quickly, quickly then, 
and as ſecretly as you can. 


SCENA, 5. 


Clintas, Cleobuls. 


Cle. Well Clinias, and how d'ye like the Moor 
our fellow ſervant ? 

Cli, Why, as thou wodſt 
a ruſty jade, wod nor ſtir a foot for thee , 
and when thou ſpur'ſt him, and puts him to't, 
capers, rears an end, throws thee, 
and breaks thy neck. 
Uds ſo, we were deceiy'd in him ; (him, 
wethought to put all the work of the houſe on 
and we may do'r our ſelyes for ought I ſee, 
and thank you too. You may command a poaſt 
as well as him, and he's ſo ſturdy too, 
a poaſt will ſtir aſloon as he. 

MN; Cle, 


| 
| 


/* you may command, | 
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Cle. He does not underftand you perhaps. 
Cle. I know nor, but I'm ſure 
I underſtand him but too wel! : 
I gave him a broom today, and pointed him 
where he ſhould ſweep, 
(this now was plain enough one would imagin) 
and what did he, but *ſtead of ſweeping, lay 
me over the pate with ir, and ſo he ferv'd me 
with a fire ſhovel another time ; 
he'l carry no coals I cantell you. 
Cle. Will he not ? 
But I'le make him,and h'ad as good eat them too 
as refuſe to do what I command him ; ſuch 
as he like Nettles, handle them gently, and 
they ſting you; but you ſhall ſee how Vie handle 
like a good Water Spaniel (him, 
I'le make him obey my beck, 
& fetch & carry when I'd haye him, & zake-hwn - 
do tricks like an Ape ere I have done with him, 
& ſee here he comes, like your baboons & drii!s, 
he wo'nt ſpeak, becauſe he will not work : 
but 't ſhall not ſerye his turn. — mark. 


SCBNA. 6. 
Cleander, Clinias, Cleobulo, Amynter to then, 


- - 

Cli, D've mark ? He points Cleander 

ther's all I can-ger of him; < 9e way, be points 
him the other, 


F 2 and 
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and do it your ſelf for him. 

Cleo. But Ile make him do it, if he wel not,— 
How now Sirra ?— (@ Takes him by the jhoul- 
O Clinias Clintas, 2 der, and Clean. takes 
help me : " him by the throat. 
plague on him he gript-me worſe 
then a Hawk do's his Quarry, and I'd as lief 
fall into a Lions claws as his. 

Cli. What think you now ? 
like a g00d Water Spaniel he obeys your beck, 
and do's tricks like an Ape for you,'tis only you 
know how to handle him now. -—-— 

\ Cle. The Devil ſhall 3 Enter Amynter. 
handle him for me if he be ſuch an one, 
- Am. How now, what's here to do ? 
Cl:. Nothing, nothing my Lord. 
Am. You have been vexings the Moor I ſee by 
Cleo. No indeed forſooth, (him. 
IYas rather been vexins us. 

Am. Go too, leave him, $ & about your buſi neſs, 
or your Lady knows of it. (Exeunt Clin, Cle. 
Now friend, how goes affairs ? 

Clea. Oh worſe and worſe ! 

Am. I hope you have diſcover'd 
no other haunts ? 

Clea. Nono, | 
and of the Dukes I am ſecured too ; 
but the Prince's, the Prince's {till depends, 
and that boy, that villain boy ! —Oh friend : 

He 
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the chafed ſea baited by all the winds, - 
ill it be all a tempeſt and a foam, 
was never in more trouble and agitation, 
then is my breaſt ; 
and that may return to its former calm again, 
but never I 

Am. What will you do then ? 

Clea. Nay if I knew that, 
my minde wod be at eaſe, — but this is your 
faulc now, put me off the reſolution 
of killing them, who now am juſt like one 
has ſo long difter'd cure of a deſperate ill, 
till the danger grows greater, 
and cure more deſperate. 


SCENA, 7. 
Erminia, Aurindo, Cleander, Amynter. 


Er. Fear not Aurindo, here you are more ſafe, 
then in your innocence, for tha: I ſee 
may be violated, but my cabinet ſhall never be 
T hope ; there you may ſecurely reſt your ſelf, 
ill the danger's o're ; and - whilſt you reſt you 
all my buſineſs ſhall be to chink, (thece, 
how to remedy your Love as well as fear. 

Aur. Bleflings, ſachas Saints, in their extaſtes 
do with, and pray for, (Madam) reward you 
for your excellent goodneſs. 


Er. « Good deeds beſides themſelves - 
F 3 need 
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need no reward.—-I will not truſt my woman, 
bur for your more ſecurity 
will lock you up my ſelf. 

Aur. You are my Angel-guardian, & as I fear 
no danger ſo long as I am here, 
ſo I hope all good from your proteQion. 

Clea. So there's provition 

of luſt now ſtor'd up for night ; 
but I may chance mar their banquet, — 


ICENA, 8. 


The Duke, Dimagoras, Erminia, Cleander, 


Amynter. 
Duk, There,there ſhe is,do as I've commanded 
and expe our favour and reward : (you, 
I mutt nor be ſeen in it, Exit, 


Er. Who's this, do's any know ? 
Dim. Pardon Madam my bold incrufion, 
I'm a ſouldier lately return'd from Artica 
have had che honour lons to lerve ith' wars 
under Cleander, our noble General. 
Er. Do you know him Awynter ? 
Am, I have often ſeen him ich' Army Madam. 
Er. Then y'are welcome Sir, 
you can tell me news of my Lord perhaps, 
Dim. Alas Madam 'ewill be but 
unwelcome news that I can tel] you. — 
Er, O my divining ſoul ! what is ? 
Dim. 


O_o _ 
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Dim. I cod wiſh I had a tongue 
in thouſand infoldments of ſugred ſpeech 
cod wrap up iny bitter news ;, — 
or whilſt I wounded you with grief of it, 
with oily words cod cure the wounds I made ; 
or rather indeed I had no tongue at all 
to tell you Cleander's dead. 
Er. Dead! 
Dim. Drown'd in his return from Attica. 
Clea. How's this ? this is pretty ! 
Er. Cleander drown'd ! 
my Lord and husband drown'd ! 
cell me, Oh tell me quickly how ! and let 


thy fatal tongue finiſh the deadly work 


it has begun, and kill me quite. 
Dim. The treacherous windes 
with flattering gales intic't him firſt from ſhore 
into the midſt of the yaſte Egean Sea, 
ere they declar'd their treacherous intents 
of drowning him ; when firſt in ſoft whiſpers, 
then loud murmurs, they conſpir'd to raiſe 
a furious ſtorm : 
the abyſs, the ſeas and skies, all mixt in one 
diſmal Chaos, and horrid confuſion, 
ſurrounded with all theſe horrours, 
the fear of death, far worſe then death it ſelf; 
onely Cleander fearlefly did ſtand, 
beholding death with the ſame countenance 
at ſea, he was wont to behold it on the land ; 
F 4 cill 


72 » ERMINIA. 
ill long ſtruggling againſt the ſtorm in vain, 
at laſt loudly invoking Erminia's name, 
he and the Bark periſht together : 
wod I had done ſo too, 
rather then to have been preſery'd alone, 
whilſt all elſe periſht, to bring this news I do. 
Er.Ay me! then Il have liv'd coo long. (ſownds 
Am. Help, help. 
Clea. Ha, ha, ha, 
leave her, and ſhe'] ſoon leave her ſwooning, ng 
woman e're ſwounded when ſhe was alone. 
Exit, 
Am. Why Madam, Madam, what mean you ? 
to dye for a falſe report : Cleander liyes, 
' upon my life he do's. 
Er. I, inthe other world, 
whither I'le ſoon follow him. 
Am. Nay in this ; 
and if I ſhew you him not here 
alive before next ſun, let my life and honour 
or whatſoeyer elſe I hold moſt dear 
pay for my abuling you. 
Dim. WedT had had no tongue 
rather then rhave bin author of this falſe report 
Er. Po'nt you delude my grief now, 
and flatter me into hope ? | 
Am. As I hope for life my ſelf, . 
I tell you rrue. 
and this ſouldier ſhall confeſs as much. — 
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T had ſome glimmering of the Duke, and ſuſpe& 
his hand in this.— Hark ye Dimagoras, 
(for ſo as I rememher you are call'd) 
I know this news is falſe, and ſtrairwayes cod 
diſprove it if I wod; I know too you 
were hir'd to't by the Duke, confeſs the truth, 
do like thoſe better witches, who undo 
the harms th'ave done ; 
you ſee her life's in danger, 
which you by timely diſcovery may fave, 
and gain far more reward for't,then you have. 
Dim. But ſhud the Dake know it.— 
Am. Which he ſhall neyer do. 
Dim, Beſides mine honour. 
Am. The yery thought of that 
ſhould prompt you to it. 
Dim. Then with your pardon Madam, 
I confeſs Cleander lives, 
8& I was hir'd by the Duke to report him dead, 
I know not for what intent. 
Er, Neither becomes it you to examine itz 
onely know it becomes a Souldier 
to do nothing diſhonourably, 
and nothing can be more, then baſely lye ; 
but you have well repented, and there's for 
your confeſſion of the truth, 
{o honour ever guide you. 
Dim. As it ſhall 
ro ſpeak all honour of you. Exit. P 
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Al. Oh me! my Lord,my Lord, 3 Enter Althea. 

what ſhall I do ? what ſhallI do? 

Am, Why, prithy hold thy peace, 
and leave thy howling and caterwawling, thou 
cryeſt only for faſhion ſake now I know, & wod 
thou hadft bur a glaſs to ſee how ill it becomes 

Alt, Wod you ſhud well know, (thee. 
I cancry as well as e're a woman in Miſſena, 
ſoIcan. 

Am. Thou muſt hold thy water 


well beforehand then, 
but prithy do*nt change thy crying into ſcolding 
Alt. Scold, who fcolds ? (now. 


I ſcorn irſo I do. 
Am. Wilt thou hold thy peace then ? 
Alt, Why may'nt one ſpeak I pray ? 
Am. Again? | 
twenty Pies and Jayes taken in lime-twigs, 
keep not ſuch a noiſe and chattering, 
as one woman when ſhe ſets upon it once. 
Er. The Duke put ſuch tricks on me ! 
I'mglad I know it yer. 
Am. And ſee he's here Madam. 
Er. Tam prepar'd for him. 


SCENA, 9. 
The Duke, Erminia, Amynter, Althea, &c. 


Duk, So now this punGillio of marriage ta'ne 
away, I 
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I hope to finde her 
no more fo ſcrupulous. — ( Aſide. 
Underſtanding of your misfortune Madam, 
and the general misfortne of us all, 
I'm come to comfort you for Cleanders loſs, 
and to aſſure you, you ſhall finde in me 
all you have loſt in him ; I'le be. 
in place of hus>and co you. -—— 

Am. I believe you would. ( fide, 

Dithe. Ceale mourning then, 
and reckon your loſs amons 
thoſe remediieis misforcunes can never be 
remedy'd with mourning. 

Er, Your Highneſs highly honours me ; 
bur comfort (my Lord) 's a work of time : 
firſt we muſt grieve, e're we be comforted ; 
there are certain decencies of widdow-hood, 
which for widdows to negle&, 
is to negled& their fame : 
many a ſhowre of tears muſt fall firſt, and 
many a guſt of fighs blow over, ere it 
clear up again. 
In fine, comfort's the phyſick | 
of grief and ſorrow, and no feaveriſh body in 
Criſts of their Feayer takes phyſick : that once 
all che comfort becomes or me totake, (over, 
or you to give, I willingly ſhall admic ; 
mean time [ leaye you, and humbly beſeech 
your Highnels to leave me to my grief, K 

Du 
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Duk. Peace to your thoughts Erminias 
nor ſhall Ieyer take that peace away 
by any a& of mine; ſo recommending to you 
a moderation of your grief and ſorrow, 
I take my leave,—this is ſome comfort yet, Exit. 
Er. He's gone, and I but dally with my grief, 
fancying Cleander not dead, 
whilſt no other difference 1s 
*rwixt death and abſence, but onely this ; * 
one's a ſhort death, t'other a long abſence;ſo he 
whilſt abſent for the time 1s deadto me ; 
and abſence for the time 
zanies death, and imitates it ſo, 
tone can do nothing that t'other does not do. 


The Prince, Cleander following him, Erminia, 
Amynter. 


Er. The Prince here too ? 
deluded by this news, he comes I know, 
onely to bring me treſh moleſtation ; 
and to ſerye Cyrena's end, I'le let him go on! 
in the deluſion. 

Am. Here comes Cleander too, 
he knows not ſhe knows he is alive, 
and Ile leave him in his ignorance, 


6 lo perplex him, & ſtrew his way with thorns ; 
I'le 
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I'le make him weary of it, and glad at laſt, when 
he can't go forwards to return back agen. 
Pri, Deareſt Madam, if at ſuch a time, 
when other widdows griefs are at the heighth, 


I come to perſwade you, let yours fall, and take 


comfort 1i*th' place on't:I hope yor'l pardon me, 
when you ſhall ſee, 
I bring you a full comfort, not an empty one 
of words onely, whilſt in lieu 
of your dead husband, 
I come to offer youa living one ; 
and ſuch an one, *tmay be no boaſt to ſay, 
(adde bur your eſteem to't) does every way 
equal Cleander, - I mean my lelt. 

Er. This falls out happily 
co my deſire ,— ( Aſide. 
my Lord, although you might ;aſtl wonder 
I ſhud ſo ſoon be "comforted, and ſo far forget 
my fir{t Lord, to accept a ſecond ; 
whilſt other widows ſtri&tnels is ſo oreat, 
firſt days of their widowhood, they ſcarce admit 
ſo much as the light it ſelf ro comfort them, 
(the general comforter of all che world) 
yet coming in ſo honourable a way 
as marriage, I know not what to ay ; 
but were 1 aſſ1r'd your Highnels intents 
were but as honourable and real. — 

Pri. The words and actions of dying men 
are not more real I ſwear, 


Er, 
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Er, There are thoſe who love yon, 
dearly love you (I can tell you that) 
though their ſhames wo'nt ſuffer them to declare 
Pr. And why ſo? (fo much. 
Er. To hide their ſhames then, come bur i'th* 
dark to night unto my chamber. — 
Pr. Enough. 
Er. And there 
after the holy vows of marriage. — 
Pri, Tunderſtand. | 
Er. You ſhall enjoy her for your wife. — 
Pr.Oh me moſt happy!you overjay me Madam. 
Er. Gothen, and do not fail. 
Pr. Which if I do, 
may I fail ro live. Exit. 
Er, Now for Cyrena, ſhc 
ſhall change habits, and vail'd appear like me 2 
pardon me facred truth, if in fo good a cauſe 
I cranſgreſs a little, 'tis not to violate thy laws, 
but preſerve them from greater violation. Exit. 
Cle. Why, ſhe's married already. 
Am. Can you blame her ? believing you dead, 
- and you letting her go on in the belief. 
Cle, No matter, let her go on her way, 
I'te go mine. - 
Am. And loſe your ſelf. 
Cle. And trace her through all her wayes. 
Am. And erre in all, do'nt you ſee ; 
you are juſt like one, who entring a Labyrinth, 
s tarther 
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farther he goes, the farther ſtill he ſtrayes ; 
or one puzzled with tying a Gordian knot, 
which he can ne're untie. 
Cle. How y are deceiv'd ! 
I do but as Hunters now, (their way, 
who following the Chaſe , minde not ſo much 
nor pains they take, as taking of the prey ; 
and for the Gordian knot you ſpeak of, I 
know how to cut that which I can't unty, 
Am. Had you not better 
diſcover your felf now, and do that with eaſe, 
you can't do elſe, without much toyl and pain, 
Cle. Have patience a little, 
there are farther myſteries yet I muſt reveal, 
ere I reveal my ſelf, eſpecially 
that of the boyes concealment, 
Am. Of that Ile ſay 
nothing, *cauſe I know not what to ſay ; 
bur for the reſt I dare engage my life, 
and ſhud dye martyr in ſo good a cauſe , 
ſhe is all honorable, and honor & ſhe are twins, 
and fo alike 'twere no miſtake to ſay, 
Erminia is honour, and honour Erminta. 
Am, Well, to night we ſhall know all, 
mean time leaving you in your belief, 
leave me in mine. 3 Exeunt ſeveral wayes. 


Finis Attus quarti, 


ACTUS 


\ $6 ERMINTI A. 


ACTUS,s5. SCENA, r. z: 


Clintas, Cleobuldo. 


__ Hy, this Moor's a devil, 
| and now I know the reaſon 
why they paint the devil black of his colour ; 
he makes no more of beating us, then Squirrils 
do of cracking nuts ; *tis his ordinary exerciſe 
before meals to get him an appetite, 
and afterwards to help digeſtion : 
we are neyer quiet for him, but when we ſleep, 
and ſhortly I fear he'l fall upon us like 
a night mare in our ſleeps too. 
Cle. T'de compound with him for a limb 
with all my heart, 
and let him chuſe any he pleas'd except my neck. 
Cli, WodI were certain to eſcape with that, 
but you are well enough ſery'd now, why wod 
you offer to bear him ? 
Cleo. Why, becauſe I thoughr 
he wod nor beat me again, elſe I'de haye ſcen 
him hang'd e*'re I'de have meddled with him : 
well, we muſt hold together, there is no remedy, 
he's too hard for either of us alone;but Hercules 
| himſelf (they ſay) is not ſtrong enough for two. 
Clz. I, bur it he ſhud prove ſtronger 
then Hercules, | 
| what 
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What then ? that old ſaying wod do us but lictle 
light here he coms,I'm as feard of him (good:— 
as of a bear broke looſe, and running after me, 
and look every moment when he'l catch me by 
the breech. 
SCA, + 
Cleander, Clinias, Clebulo. 

See ſee, he becons us away. 

Cleo, Bur let's not ſtir for him; — 
yes le warrant you, when can you tell ? 

Cli, Look again. 

Cleo. No matter, let us but hold rogether. 

Cli. He comes upon us fearfully,look h'as got 
a ſtaffroo; now for adry beating, I'm 
as ſure of it. — He yoaks his 

Clz. Ile warrant you, oh oh ! ſtaff crofitheirs 
Cli, Oh, oh, a my conſcience ) necks,&whirls 
t' as broke my neck, . C them round, 

Cleo. 1 think mine's broke too, 
and pray heaven it be no worſe. 

Cli. A vengeance on him, are theſe his tricks? 
he'l make more work for Surgeons it he hoJd on, 
then Brandee wine with Dutchmen 
in their Kirmeſles ; 
or Stum in Taverns with quarrelſome Engliſh- 
he made me ſpin like a top. | (men, 

Cleo. And1I imagin'd 
my ſelf a hand-mill grinding muſtard ſeed. 

Cli. If he cod ſpeak yet,and give us but a _ 
G or 
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for his miſuſing us, *twod never anger me. 
Cle. For my part I'm glad he's dumb, 
for if he cod ſpeak, I'm ſure 
*:would be but a word and a blow with him, 
Cli, Away, here comes my Lady. 
SCENA, 3. 
Erminia, Cleander, Althea following. 
Er, The time draws nigh, | 
and;night approaches,I'le go unto the Princeſs, 
and ſee if ſhe be dreſt yer, I joy to think 
how happy I ſhud be to advance her happineſs ; 
< and there's a ſecret pleaſure in doing good, 
<« by none but thoſe who do it, underſtood. 
Exit, 
Clea. She's gone unto the boy, and I 
unknown to Amynter will follow her, 


and kill chem borh together ; he's of too milde 


and too relenting nature for me and my 
ſtern purpoſes ; « and what war once reſoly'd to 
<« wiſe politicks count it but little wit, (do, 
<« toconfer with thoſe may hinder th' doing it, 
Exit, 
Alt. So, this 'tis 

to be out of favour, I'm excluded now ; 

and if I prove unfaichful, 

ſhe has abſolv'd my faith : 

nor can ſhe complain ſeeing ſhe truſts me not, 
that I betray her truſt : | 
all rivals-jealouſies help to revenge me on her, 
S and 
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andadde to thoſe mine own revenge to boot, 
for threatning to turn me out of ſervice, I'le 
ſerve her fo'r as ſhe deſerves,8c tell the Ducheſs 
of Aurindo's concealment here, & of the Princes 
marriage with her too, 
whilſt he reſearcht her onely by my means, 
and by gifts and preſents ſought 
my mediation, I loy'd him for it, 
but hate him now he ſeeks to marry her ; 
my profr's loſt by'c : 
& women of my quality, if they be wiſe, (gain, 
ſhud count thoſe onely friends, who bring them 
and when the gain ceaſes, count them enemies. 
Ext. 
SC ENA, 4. 
Erminia, Cyrena in Womans Attire. 
- Er. So now y appear like your felt the brighr 
Cyreng unclouded in all your glories, fo 
appearsthe ſun ſo glorious and ſo bright 
after a long Eclipſe. 
Cyr. Nay now you flatter me. 
Er. I wod to heaven men wod belieye {o, 'ewod 
acquit our ſex of enyy, and I ſhud eafily 
be acquit of flattery, for none can doubt 
but they muſt be rather envious who praiſe you 
then flatterers who do. (nor, 
Cy. Nay if you hold on, 


you'l give me a beauty I had not, and make me 


Er, -I ought rather to bluſh, (bluſh, 
G2 you 
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you have ſo little help, but *rwas your defire 

for greater ſecrecy, and ſecrets loſe 

cheir vertue, juſt like precious perfumes 

when once diſclos'd,8 more th'arc hid the more 

they conſerve their pretiouſneſs. 

Pray let me help you, this curle's a little too 
Cy. Pardon me Madam. (long. 
Er, Beſeech you 'tis but my duty, 

you are not us'd to theſe petty things, 

and 'tis ſo long fince you ſaw your ſelf dreſt, 


you and your mirrour 'Speaks all this tn 
well may be to ſeek. dreſiing her. 


Cy. How much am oblig'd 
unto you dear Erminia * 
Er, Deareſt Madam, 
think I was onely born to ſerye you ; where 
was the Prince's judgement (I wonder) where 
were his eyes? having ſeen this beauty once, 
he cod ever look on any other ? 
Cy. He might be well excus'd, 
having ſeen yours once, to have quite forgotten 
Ez, Mine ! alas (mine, 
cis never to be ſeen on the ſame day with yours, 
nor eyer ſo mach as to be mentioned with ir ; 
nor do 1 fay this out of complement now, 
but mecrly out of conſciouſneſs of mine own 
Stay a little more, aud I have done. (defeRs. 
Cy. Sweet Erminia, 
you make me eyen bankrupt with vour curreſies. 
Er, 
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Er. Sweeteſt Madam, I ſhall think. 
you tax me with want of it, 
if you ſpeak any more of it. 

SCENA, 6. 
Cleander ruſhes in, Erminia, Cyrena. 

Er. What rudenefs is this? | 

Cle, Now for my reyenge,— ha! what's here ? 
the boy vaniſht ! and a woman in the place ! 
what ſtrange apparitions are theſe ? 
what wondrous deluſions of the fight? 
ther's witchcraft init ſure ! FStares wildly about, 
I can'c believe mine eyes. 2 & exit. 
_ Er. what means this Moor,he's grown ſtrangely 
Jealous of me of late, (whatſoere's the matrer) 
and I begin to fear him. 

Cy. I was afeard l'ad cometo apprehend me. 

Er, Pardon me Madam, 
I'm aſham'd you ſhud finde ſuch rudeneſs here, 
bur ih... oh you ſhall be put no more to theſe 
affrights:: 
Come pray be merry, if the Prince ſhud chance 
to ſleep in your arms to night inſtead of mine, 
I hope your Highneſs wod not be offended ar 
the miſtake, 

Cy. Imagine ſweet Erminia by your felt, 
whether you'd be offended Cleander 
ſhud do the like by you. 

Er. I fear my happineſs is not yet fo nigh, 
though I wiſh yours may, ſo now all here's pre- 
(par'd, G 3 Ile 
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Te go and put all in prepare withont 
for the Prince's reception,8: leave you the while 
to the entertainment | 
of your better thoughts. | Exit. 
Cy. As thoſe who walk over fearful precipices 
averr their eyes not to behold their danger, 
ſo I avert my thoughts | 
from thinking on mine,only this I find too clear. 
«love's a ſolicitous thing,and full of fear. Exit. 
SCENA, 6. 
The Ducheſs, Althea, Cleora. 

Duc. Thanks Althea for thy intelligence, and 
the Dake ſhall thank thee too, go thou before, 
and wait to giveus entrance, T'le but go 
adyertiſe the Duke, and inſtantly follow thee. 

Al. I ſhall Madam. Exit. 

Duc.They ſhal not ſteal a mariage in the dark, 


Fle light their nuptial Tapers up, < (or 


Aurindo I'm glad I've found him ; I wiWateard 
h'ad fled my anger, and eſcaped my revenge, 
whichnow he ſhall findeafrer this little ſtop,” 
like violent torrents ſtopt,which grow burmore 
violent after, then e're they were before. Exit. 
Cleo. She's gone inrag'd, and nothing's more 
impetuous then womans rage, no battering Ram | 
demoliſhinsſton wals to duſt, norviolent thunder 
riving whole foreſts,and ſhivering mighty oaks 
like ſlender reeds ; woe to poor Aurindo 
muſt ſtand the ſhock of it,— wod I'd ſome body 
co 
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£0 tell this news to now;nocholick,no ſtrangury, 
nor pangs of child-birth were e're half ſo painful, 
as the retention of news,to a woman that longs 
to be deliver'd of it ; and here comes ſome body, 
SCE NA,7. 
Olinda, Cleora, Anthenor, Leontius following. 
Cle. O Olindo!haſt heard the news of Auriade® 
Ol. No, what is't ? | 
Cle. He's at Erminia's, and juſt now 
there's order given to apprehend him. 
Ol, Alas! 
Cle. But you muſt ſay nothing now. | 
Ol.Pho, no ayaritious body holds money faſter 
then I do ſecrets you know. 
O- Anthenor haye you heard the news 


of Aurindo ? 3 Enter Anthenor. 
Ant. pray what? , 
Ol. he's a pprehended 

at Er ; and preſently to dye ; 

the Scaffd's already ſet ugfor him, 


but you muſt-ſay nothing. *. 
Aut. That's underſtood, 

now'am I bound to tell it the next I meet. 
Cle. You keep ſecrets ſweetly, 


Fletell you news another time ; 
-and you make it more then it is too. 


Ol. How wod you have newsmongers liye elſe: 
Ant. O Leontiws! haye you heard the news 


.of Aurindo? . 3 Enter Leontims, 
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Le. For heavens love, what ? 
Cle, FVle tell it. | 
Ol. Nolet me. 3 They ſtrive. 
Ant. Will you over run me ? 
vhy he's apprehended at Erminta's, 
and inſtantly to dye; he's onthe ſcaffold by this. . 
Cle. See if he have not added more unto it yet? 
Le. Nay then, *cis time to diſcover him, 
be th* danger what it will, Fm ſure there can 
be no more,then there is in the concealing him. 
Cle. Stay, ſtay, and take the news of the Prince 
along with you. 
Leo. TI thankyou, I have no leaſure to hear it 
Cleo. T'le tell it you then, (now. 
An. Pardon me, I muſt be gone too. Ext. 
Ol.And I'le tothe Preſence with my news. Exit. 
Cle. She $one too ! now aml in no leſs 
pain then I was before for ſome body tgtell 
the reſt of my newsto ; $ 
thus do's ſhe ſerve me {til 
when I truſt her with any, all women are leaking 
and can hold nothing, God help them. (veſlels, 
Bur of all commend me to her, Exit. 
SCENA 8, 
Erminia, Althea, the Prince following. 
Er, Althea ftay you here, and when the Prinee 
comes, dire& him into mp Cabinet, but 
without light be ſure, Ile in and ſee 
all the lights extinguiſher there. Exit, 
Alt, 
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Alt. I, hide you, do, 
caſt clouds of night upon your faults, and you 
faſt as you hide rhem, le bring them unto light ; 
and what you ſeek to keep ſecret Fle proclaim, 
till to all the world I've publiſhed your ſhame. — 
| Enter Prince. 
Oh my Lord, y'ar welcom, my Lady expeR&s you 
there within, you need no light, 
love can finde the way beſt in the dark. . 
Pr. With thy good directions Althea, 
there's ſomewhat for thy pains. 
Alt. And there's her Cabinet. 
Pr. Now to reap the long expected fruig 
of all my happineſs. Exit, 
Alt. Send you a good harveſt of it, 
Fe ſend you ſickles enow preſently 
to help you, and thoſe will help too, to fetcl 
it in for you.— Aurindo ! and the Prince too ! 
ſhe might have left me one of them ar leaſt, 
but Vle fit her for it. 
SCENA,0. 
Cleander, Amynter following. 
Clea. Wod Fd never imbarkt my felf upon 
this perillous ſea, where *cis diſhonour to 
0 back, and aſſured ruine to go on ; 
to diſcoyer me now, every one wod laughat me; 
and to conceal me longer, I ſhud run 
ſuch deſperat hazard,'cis horror to think upon— 
To marry ſo ſoon a fecond husband, e're . 
the 
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the funeral rites and obſequies of the firſt 
are celebrate, no blacks, no mourning, my 
memory like a ſhadow gone with my lelf ; 
her grief for me not half ſodurable 
as other widdows watry colour'd ones, 
which onely a tear or two can waſh away ; 
is this her love of me ? then farewel all 
my love of her ; 'tis fign the Prince and ſhe 
have liv'd before in cloſe adultery, 
and will do ſo agen unleſs ſhe dye ; 
nor leſs h'ad known it formerly, cod he 
finde the way now ſo readily to her bed ; 
finceI am dead to her then, ſhe ſhall be ſo tome; 
and the hour.of her marriage 
ſhall be her hour of death ; (dead, 
theſe hands ſhall kill her, theſe eyes ſhall ſee her 
though this heart of mine burſt at the fighe of it, 
mine honor's ingag'd,8& I'm reſolv'd. Exiturus, 
Am. Now friend, 3 Enter Amynter, 
whither away ſo faſt ? | 
Cle. Pardon me, I have 
no leaſure to tell you now. Exit. 
* Am.There is ſome myſtery in this haſte of his, 
and's great thoughts labour with ſome 
mighry birth. — 
On what a turbulent ſea has his jealouſfte 
embarkt him? and ſo embroil'd him as (agen; 
without miracle he can never difimbroil 'timſelf 
and if this be the fate of marriage tobe in _ 
0 
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of loathing, if their wives be foul ; 
and if fair, in purgatory of jealoufte; 
marry who's liſt for me. | 
| SCENA, IO. 
The Ducheſs, Duke, Althea, Amynter, &c. 
Duc. Where's this great Commandreſs of all 
commands as abſolutely as fate it ſelf; (hearts ? 
this tyrant beauty, that needs onely ſay, 
render your hearts, and all hearts muſt obey, 
I long to ſee her, let ſome ſeek out the boy, 
T'le ſeek our her my ſelf, Enter Duke. 
Duk, Where's this curious Lady ? 
in whoſe nice boſum no flowers muſt be worn, 
but freſh and blooming buds z 
others as overblown 
and canker-eaten, ſhe rejeas and ſcorns. 
Duc. Where is her chamber ? 
Alt. There. | 
Duc, What, hoa within there ? open the door, 
or elſe we'l break it op'. (knocks. 
Duk, Where is this newly married pair ? 
let them appear, we come to wiſh them joy. 
S CEN /, 11, 
The Prince, Cyrena vail'd, Cleander the other way. 
Pr. Who's that that knocks ſorudely ? ha! the 
Duke and Ducheſs ; no martcer, fear not, 
fear not my Erminia, for now tlart mine. 
Duc. Shame of thy honour, a Prince,and own 
a baſe jignoble ſtrumper for thy wite ! Fa 
eds 
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Clea. Now now,—how's this? CDrawsto kill 
Cy. I am nor baſe, nor {trumpet, d them when 
bur as great a Princeſsas your ſelf,” ſhe unveils, 
Princeſs of Argos. 3 Bnter Leontins, 
Pr. Ha! Cyrena'! 
Duc. And Aurindo ſhe ! how wasI deceiy'd ? 
Leo. The Princeſs already diſcover'd ! 
Cliea. Now all of the boy is clear, 
but that the news of my death ſhud ſtrike her 
Am. Thunder cod not haye more (no more, — 
ſtruck her you ſaw, till I aſſured her 
*<was falſe, and onely invented to deceive her, 
when ſhe to athſt the Princeſs in her loye 
turn'd the deceit on them. 
Clea. Enough, enough, 
now all have caſt off their vizards, 
tis time tocaſt off mine, Fle inſtantly go 
and diſcoyer my ſelf unto her. Exit. 
Alt. Whicher goes the Moor in ſuch haſte I 
wonder ? 


Ile after him and ſee. | Exit, 
Pr. Wonder and amazement ſeizes me ! 
Cy. Wonder not Prince, (now, 


nor admire your Page ſhud turn your handmaid 

this is the leaſt miracle that love can do ; 

1 am that Cyrenz you promis'd marriage t0 

at Argos,who have hitherto Miſſeza follow'd you 

to claim your promiſe which now y'ave anew 
Pr, Miracle of conſtancy ! (confirm'd. 
| com- 
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compar'd with your goodneſs , 
my ill appears ſo great, methinks 
no penance can be great enough tor expiatings it. 
Cy. This ſhall be all your penance, and this. 
(Embraces him. 
Pr. And this is the onely one that I deſire. 
Duc. Now Madam I hope you'l pardon me, 
for putting you to the proof and declaration of 
your ſex, which I ſuſpe&ed through your dif- 
Cy. There needs no pardon Madam ; (guiſe, 
where the offence was to Aurindo, not to me. 
Enter Althea, 
D#k, But where's Erminza all this while, 
the great Archite&reſs of all this plot ? 

Alt. For her you ſhall finde her there within, 
in the Moors arms ſtraitly embrac'c, (my Lord) 
and by this time perhaps in bed together too. 

Duc, Wasever a more laſcivious {trumpet ? 

Duk, Where are our Guards ? 


. $o fetch her hither ſtrair 


with her fair Paramour , fo foul an a& as this 
deſeryes a publick ſhame and puniſhment, 
however in priyate-done. 

Cy.Erminiathus diſhonour her ſelf ! or honour 
with juſtice is fled to heaven, and there 
is none on earth, or elſe all this is falſe. 

"C2 Wa,-22. 
Cleander, Erminia gttarded, Amynter, Clinias; 
| Cleobulo, Cc. 
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Dk. Bring them away, is this the honourable 


Lady, nothing cod diſhonour her 
above temptation, aboye ſuſpe& ? — 
no body to ſerye her luſt but a Moor, a ſlave ! 


8 one fitteſt ſhe thought to conceal her ſhame, 


*cauſe mute and dumb ! 


but here are enow beſide to publiſh it ; 
away with her,& to the gallows with chat ſlave. * 


Cl:. Cleo. 1,hang him, hang him. 
Clea. Stay, rather then her fame ſhall ſuffer, 
the mute ſhal ſpeak,$8: more toevince the miracle 
and declare her innocence, 
che Echiope ſhall turn white. 

Alt. Cleander ! (Diſcovers himſelf. 
Ci. My Lord, there's none rejoyces more 
then my fellow &I,for this your metamorphoſe, 
we had as liefſee the devil,as ſee your black face. 
Cleo. We had rather a great deal haye you 

our maſter then our fellow ſervant, 
you don't beat us half ſo much, (pardon 
Duk, Noble Cleander I muſt demand your 
for trying Erminia's conſtancy in your abſence, 
aſſure your ſelf '*twas done with good intent. 
Cle. I ſhall belieye it, and confidering 
the proſperous eſtate I've left your affairs in, I 
hope your Highneſs will eafily pardon ny return 
from Attica without your licence. 
Duk. I do, and with you 
all happineſs with your fair and yertuous wiſe, 
Prt, 


ERMINIA, o5 


Pri, And Ithe like. 

Cle. I humbly thank your Highneſs, and deſire 1 
to be no longer happy then my friend Amynter | 
| Z maybe ſowithme. | 

Er. For you Althea (another time 
 whent't may'nt appear revenge as it wod now) 
2 TI fhallintreat you ſeek another ſervice. 
 Z © Alt, Withallmyheart, | 
* } &T hope your Highneſs then will entertain me, ; 
Duc. Not I ; you 1 who wod be talſe to hex, 
will neyer be true to me. 
Alt. Well, my comfort is, | 
though there are no ſeryices, | [ 
7 yetthere are trades enow. Exit. ; 
73 Clea. Oh my dear Erminia! | 
| hereletmeever reſt. 
Er. And as I gladly receive you here 
as the long parcht up earth 
do' slong'd for ſhowres of rain. 
| CJ). Think not Cleander 
| fo wholly to poſleſs your Erminia, 
| I ſhall alwayes claim a friends parrt in her. 
Cle. She is all yours Madam. (Embvraces her, 
as I alſo, in being wholly hers. 
| Duk. Here then ends our jealoufie, 
| fince Erminia's yertue renders me (I'm ſure) 
as free from ſuſpe& as Aurindo's ſex do's you ; 
but why differ we longer to celebrate 
theſe happy Nupritals that unice our States, 
but 
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| by th' Acceſſion of Argos.to Miſſena, and 
of all Greece now makes it 'the happieſt Land, 

Clea, Mean time my dear Erminia thy name 

ſhall be ſo celebrous in the mouth of Fame, 
that as often-as *twod praiſe any one ; 
for Beauty and Verrcue it ſhall onely ſay, 
elare like the fair and vertuous Erminide 


——___ 


The Epilogue. 
\ E do confeſs Jour curioſities 


Have purified the Stage, that otherwiſe 
Had been all droſs &re this ,, and nothing there 
That might delight a curions Eye or Ear. 
And wear ſo far from taking of it ill, 
We thank, you for it, pray be curtous ſtill : 
So ſhall the Poet, andthe Actors too, 
In time become 4s Curious as you. 
For juſt as Judges by their zigidneſs, | 
Make men more carefull, and offend the leſs : 
So do you, us, ith* Boxes and the Pit, 
In whoſe verge chiefly tt lies to judge of it, 
Do then by this Play as y'are want to do 
By others , if't be bad, condemn it too : 
If good, we hope you'l give ſome ſign, that may 
Declare your approbation of the Play. 


FINIS. 


